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Chapter 9: The Faith of a Foreign Woman 

 
 

Stephen Ministry Video 
 
 
Opening Hymn:  (8:00)    “This Is the Day the Lord Has Made”                        LSB 903 
 

1) This is the day the Lord has made; 
He calls the hours His own. 

Let heav’n rejoice, let earth be glad 
And praise surround the throne. 

 
2) Today He rose and left the dead, 

And Satan’s empire fell; 
Today the saints His triumphs spread 

And all His wonders tell. 
 

3) Hosanna to the anointed King, 
To David’s holy Son!   

Help us, O Lord; descend and bring 
Salvation from Your throne. 

 
4) Blessed is He who comes to us 

With messages of grace; 
He, in the Lord’s name, comes to us 

To save our fallen race. 
 

5) Hosanna in the highest strains 
The Church on earth can raise. 

The highest heav’ns, in which He reigns, 
Shall give Him nobler praise. 

 
 
(10:45)  What a Friend 
 
 
  



Calling on God's Name 
 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
We Confess Sin 
 
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
 
God Gives Us Grace LSB 151 
 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

+ Service of the Word + 
 
Psalm Psalm 48:11–14; antiphon: Mark 13:13b 
 
P: The one who endures to the end 
 will be saved. 
C: Let Mount Zion be glad! 
 Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of your judgments! 
 



P: Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers, 
 consider well her ramparts, go through her citadels, 

C: that you may tell the next generation that this is God, our God forever and 
ever. 
He will guide us forever. 
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P: The one who endures to the end 
 will be saved. 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  

P: Let us pray. 
 O Lord, by Your bountiful goodness release us from the bonds of our sins, which 

by reason of our weakness we have brought upon ourselves, that we may stand 
firm until the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Children's Message 
 
 

Choir Anthem:   (8:00)                “Be Strong in the Lord”  
Trudy Tunnell, director 

Brenda Saunders, accompanist 
 
 

Old Testament Reading: Ruth 1:6–18 
 
  6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by 
providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from 
there. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and 
set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah. 
      8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your 
mother’s home. May the LORD show you kindness, as you have shown kindness to 
your dead husbands and to me. 9 May the LORD grant that each of you will find rest in 
the home of another husband.” 



     Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud 10 and said to her, “We will go 
back with you to your people.” 
     11 But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am 
I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12 Return home, my 
daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope 
for me—even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons— 13 would you 
wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is 
more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD’s hand has turned against me!” 
     14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but 
Ruth clung to her. 
     15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her 
gods. Go back with her.” 
     16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you 
go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God 
my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with 
me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi 
realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. 
 
 

Epistle: 2 Timothy 1:3–7 
 
          3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night 
and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see 
you, so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first 
lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now 
lives in you also. 
       6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us 
timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. 
  

A: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Holy Gospel: John 9:1–3 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

      As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  
      3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that 
the works of God might be displayed in him. 
  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 



Hymn of the Day:  (8:00)          “For All the Faithful Women”            LSB 855, v 1,7,3,4 
 

1) For all the faithful women 
Who served in days of old, 

To You shall thanks be given; 
To all, their story told. 

They served with strength and gladness 
In tasks Your wisdom gave. 

To You their lives bore witness, 
Proclaimed Your pow’r to save. 

 
7) For Ruth, who left her homeland 

And ventured forth in faith, 
Who pledged to serve and worship 

Naomi’s God till death, 
We praise You, God of Israel,  
And pray for hearts set free 
To bind ourselves to others 

In love and loyalty. 
 

3.) O god, for saints and servants, 
Those named and those unknown 

In whom through all the ages 
Your light of glory shone, 

We offer glad thanksgiving 
And fervent prayer we raise 
That, faithful in Your service, 

Our lives may sing Your praise. 
 

(Please stand) 
4) All praise to God the Father! 
All praise to Christ the Son! 

All praise the Holy Spirit, 
Who binds the Church in one! 

With saints who went before us, 
With saints who witness still, 

We sing glad Alleluias 
And strive to do Your will. 

 
 

(10:45)  What Faith Can Do 
 
 



Sermon  
 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 



Offertory 
 
(8:00)                                 “Peaceful Blessing”                   Joyful Notes 

Stephanie Richter, director 
 
(10:45)  Believe For It 
 
 
Benediction       LSB p. 166 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Closing Hymn:  (8:00)     “Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing”        LSB 737, v 1-3,7 
 

1) Rejoice, my heart, be glad and sing, 
A cheerful trust maintain; 

For God, the source of ev’rything, 
Your portion shall remain. 

 
2) He is your treasure, He your joy, 

Your life and light and Lord, 
Your counselor when doubts annoy, 

Your shield and great reward. 
 

3) Why spend the day in blank despair, 
In restless thought the night? 

On your Creator cast your care; 
He makes your burdens light. 

 
7) Upon your lips, then, lay your hand, 

And trust His guiding love; 
Then like a rock your peace shall stand 

Here and in heav’n above. 
 

 
(10:45)  Faith 
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