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The Story: Chapter 1 
 
Theme: Creation: The Beginning of Life as We Know It 
 
 

+ Confession and Absolution + 
 

Opening Hymn: (8:00)               “Morning Has Broken”                       (Tune:  LSB 789) 
 

1) Morning has broken 
Like the first morning, 
Blackbird has spoken 

Like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! 
Praise for the morning! 

Praise for them, springing 
Fresh from the Word! 

2) Sweet the rain’s new fall 
Sunlit from Heaven, 
Like the first dewfall 
On the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness 
Of the wet garden, 

Sprung in completeness 
Where his feet pass. 

 
3)  Mine is the sunlight, 
Mine is the morning, 
Born of the one light 

Eden saw play. 
Praise with elation, 

Praise every morning, 
God’s re-creation 
Of the new day! 

 
(10:45) Better is One Day 
 
 

Calling on God's Name 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

We Confess Sin 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 



(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
 

Absolution LSB 151 
 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

+ Service of the Word + 
 
Psalm Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4 
 
P: Delight yourself in the LORD, 

 and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
C: Commit your way to the LORD; 

 trust in him, and he will act. 
 

P: He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 
 and your justice as the noonday. 

C: Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 
 fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man 
who carries out evil devices! 
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P: Delight yourself in the LORD, 
 and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

 



Hymn of Praise:                           “This Is the Feast”                             LSB p. 155 
 

Refrain: 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
whose blood set us free to be people of God.  Refrain 

 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.  Refrain 

 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  Refrain  
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.  Refrain 
 

 

(10:45)     Our God 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
P: Let us pray. 
 Heavenly Father, You gave many blessings to Your newly created world. 

Through Noah, the world was blessed once again as the flood waters receded. 
Thank you for blessing us through the water of Baptism as you created us anew 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 1; 8:1–5, 15–19 
 

 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was 
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the 
light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light 
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the first day. 
 6And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters.” 7And God made the expanse and separated the 



waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And 
it was so. 8And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the second day. 
 9And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and 
the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
 11And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit 
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it 
was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their 
own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third 
day. 
 14And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate 
the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and 
years, 15and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the 
earth.” And it was so. 16And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the 
day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17And God set them in the 
expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
 20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21So God created the 
great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, 
according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that 
it was good. 22And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fifth day. 
 24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their 
kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” 
And it was so. 25And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the 
livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
 26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27So God created man in his own image, 
 in the image of God he created him; 
 male and female he created them. 
 28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God said, 
“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, 
and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast 
of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the 



earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” 
And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
  
 1But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were 
with him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters 
subsided. 2The fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the 
rain from the heavens was restrained, 3and the waters receded from the earth 
continually. At the end of 150 days the waters had abated, 4and in the seventh month, 
on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 
5And the waters continued to abate until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the 
first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen. 
 15Then God said to Noah, 16“Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your 
sons and your sons’ wives with you. 17Bring out with you every living thing that is with 
you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—
that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18So Noah 
went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. 19Every beast, every 
creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by families 
from the ark. 
 
 

Epistle:  1 Peter 3:18–22 
 

 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in 
which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly did not 
obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being 
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 
21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the 
body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 
  

A: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Holy Gospel:  John 1:1–5, 14 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and anything made 
that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 



 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
  
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

Hymn of the Day:                  “For the Beauty of the Earth”       Celebration Hymnal 793 
 

1) For the beauty of the earth, 
For the glory of the skies. 

For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies. 

Refrain 
 

2) For the wonder of each hour  
Of the day and of the night, 

Hill and vale and tree and flower, 
Sun and moon and stars of light. 

Refrain 

3) For the joy of human love, 
Brother, sister, parent, child, 

Friends on earth and friends above; 
For all gentle thoughts and mild. 

Refrain 
 

4) For Thy Church that evermore 
Lifteth holy hands above, 

Offering up on every shore 
Her pure sacrifice of love. 

Refrain 
 

Refrain: 
Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

5) For Thyself, best gift divine, 
To our race so freely given; 

For that great, great love of Thine, 
Peace on earth and joy in heaven. 

Refrain 
 

(10:45)      What A Beautiful Name 
 
 

Sermon 
 
 

Nicene Creed 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  



begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
  



Offertory:                               “We Give Thee But Thine Own”               LSB 781, v 1–2 
 

1) We give Thee but Thine own, 
    Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, 
    A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

2) May we Thy bounties thus 
    As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 
    To Thee our firstfruits give! 

 
Text: Public domain 

 
(10:45)      King of Kings 
 
 

+ Service of the Sacrament + 
 
Preparation (8:00) LSB 160 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 8:00 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by 
taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon 
a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us 
life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
 

Chorus of Holiness (8:00) LSB p. 161 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



The Words of Our Lord 
 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 

  
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
Proclamation of Christ 
 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
 
The Lord’s Peace LSB 163 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Lamb of God (8:00) LSB 163 
 
C: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 
 
Distribution 
 
Distribution Hymns: 
 
(8:00)  Violin Solo by Bethany Phillips accompanied by Brenda Saunders 
            
 
 
 
 
 



“O Day of Rest and Gladness”   LSB 906 
 

1) O day of rest and gladness, 
O day of joy and light, 

O balm of care and sadness, 
Most beautiful, most bright; 
This day the high and lowly, 

Through ages joined to bless, 
Sing, “Holy, holy, holy,” 
The triune God confess. 

3) This day, God’s people meeting, 
His Holy Scripture hear; 

His living presence greeting, 
Through bread and wine made near. 

We journey on, believing, 
Renewed with heav’nly might, 

From grace more grace receiving, 
On this blest day of light. 

 
2) This day at earth’s creation 
The light first had its birth; 
This day for our salvation  

Christ rose from depths of earth; 
This day our Lord victorious 
The Spirit sent from heav’n, 

And thus this day most glorious 
A threefold light was giv’n. 

4) That light our hope sustaining, 
We walk the pilgrim way, 

At length our rest attaining, 
Our endless Sabbath day. 

We sing to Thee our praises, 
O Father, Spirit, Son; 

The Church her voice upraises  
To Thee, blest Three in One. 

 
 
“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”  LSB 636 
 

1) Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 
Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 

Come into the daylight’s splendor, 
There with joy your praises render. 

Bless the One whose grace unbounded 
This amazing banquet founded; 

He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, 
Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 

 
2) Hasten as a bride to meet Him, 

And with loving rev’rence greet Him. 
For with words of life immortal  
He is knocking at your portal. 

Open wide the gates before Him, 
Saying, as you there adore Him: 

Grant, Lord, that I now receive You, 
That I nevermore will leave You. 

 
 

3) He who craves a precious treasure  
Neither cost nor pain will measure; 

But the priceless gifts of heaven  
God to us has freely given. 

Though the wealth of earth were 
proffered, 

None could buy the gifts here offered: 
Christ’s true body, for you riven, 

And His blood, for you once given. 
 

4) Now in faith I humbly ponder 
Over this surpassing wonder 

That the bread of life is boundless 
Though the souls it feeds are countless: 

With the choicest wine of heaven 
Christ’s own blood to us is given. 
Oh, most glorious consolation, 

Pledge and seal of my salvation! 

 
 



5) Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 

Peace beyond all understanding, 
Joy into all life expanding: 

Humbly now, I bow before You; 
Love incarnate, I adore You; 
Worthily let me receive You 

And, so favored, never leave You. 
 

6) Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 

Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 

Let me be a fit partaker 
Of this blessed food from heaven, 
For our good, Your glory, given. 

 

7) Lord, by love and mercy driven, 
You once left Your throne in heaven 

On the cross for me to languish 
And to die in bitter anguish, 

To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
By this blood redeemed and living, 

Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 
 

8) Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 
Let me gladly here obey You. 

By Your love I am invited, 
Be Your love I am invited, 

Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 

Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
Through the gift of grace You give me 

As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 
 
 
(10:45)      I Lift My Hands 
  Come As You Are 
 
 
The Dismissal 
 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Thank the Lord  (8:00) LSB p. 164 
 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; 
tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises 

and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 
 
  



Post-Communion Prayer 
 
A: Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Hymn to Depart:  (8:00)   “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”                     LSB 816 
 

1) From al that dwell below the skies 
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung 
Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

2) Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord; 
Eternal truth attends Thy Word. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thy praise shall sound from shore to 

shore 
Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
3) All praise to God the Father be, 
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Whom with the Spirit we adore 

Forever and forevermore: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 

(10:45)     Your Love Never Fails 
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