
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

MARCH 21, 2021 

Springfield Outline 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 

 
On this fifth Sunday in Lent, we cry out, “I just need to know somebody stays.”  We 
want to have a true friend, but too often we feel abandoned and betrayed, and 
therefore isolated and alone. Praise the Lord that He stays with us, and He 
promises to never leave us or forsake us. We can say with King David in Psalm 
23:4, “I will fear no evil, for You are with me”. Jesus is a true friend, even to the point 
of laying down His life for us. Now we can go forth, confident that we are not alone, 
and share with others the good news that Jesus, our Immanuel, is God with us. 

 
 
OPENING HYMN:  (8:00)  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”   LSB 709, v 1–2, 4, 6
 

1) The King of love my shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever. 

 
2) Where streams of living water flow, 

My ransomed soul He leadeth 
And, where the verdant pastures grow, 

With food celestial feedeth. 
 

4) In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 

Thy cross before to guide me. 
 

6) And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
Within Thy house forever! 

 
Text: Public domain

 
 



INVOCATION 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
P:  In our loneliness and isolation we cry out,  
C:  “I just need to know somebody stays.” 
 
P:  Like Jesus’ disciples, we may feel like we don’t belong. 
C:  “You are not of the world… therefore the world hates you” (John 15:19). 
 
P:  But Jesus tells us we belong with Him. 
C:  “I chose you out of the world” (John 15:19). 
 
P:  Like King David, we may feel afraid to face the world on our own. 
C:  “I walk through the valley of the shadow of death” (Psalm 23:4). 
 
P:  But Jesus is our Good Shepherd and will always be with us. 
C:  “I will fear no evil, for You are with me” (Psalm 23:4). 
 
P:  Like Joseph with his brothers, we may feel betrayed by those closest to us. 
C:  “They conspired against him to kill him” (Genesis 37:18). 
 
P:  But Jesus is our true friend, willing to die in our place. 
C: “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 

friends.” (John 15:13). 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: Friends in Christ, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
C: O God, our Father, we admit and confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean and that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.  
 
P:  Jesus says, “You are my friends if you do what I command you” (John 15:14).  
C:  But we do little of what Your Son commands. Forgive us, Lord. 
 
P: Jesus says, “I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit” 

(John 15:15). 
C:  But we bear little fruit for Your Kingdom. Forgive us, Lord. 



P: Jesus says, “These things I command you, so that you will love one another” 
(John 15:16). 

C:  But we love few and our love is shallow. Forgive us, Lord. 
 
P: Friends in Christ, God is here with you and has heard your prayer. Jesus says, 

“You did not choose me, but I chose you.” He promises that “whatever you ask 
the Father in my name, he will give it to you.” Your standing with God does not 
depend on you, but on Jesus. As your pastor, called by God to proclaim to you 
the Word of God, I announce to you the grace of God. Jesus Christ was given to 
die for you, and for His sake, God forgives you all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 
PSALM Psalm 23 

(We praise the Good Shepherd, who will always stay right by our side.) 
 
P: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
C: He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
 
P: He leads me beside still waters. 
C: He restores my soul. 
 
P: He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
C: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
 
P: I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
C: your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
P: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
C: you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
 
P: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
C: and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Lord Jesus, our good Shepherd who leads us, restores us, comforts us, and 

protects us, lead us now in paths of righteousness for Your name’s sake and give 
us confidence to say, “I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever,” through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Genesis 37:12-13, 17b-18 
(Joseph is abandoned by those who should have stayed by his side.) 

 
Now his brothers went to pasture their father's flock near Shechem. And Israel said to 
Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you 
to them…” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan. They saw him 
from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired against him to kill him. 
 
 
GOSPEL READING:  John 15:13-19 

(Jesus chooses to stay with me when everyone else leaves.) 
 

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You 
are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the 
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all 
that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, 
but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 
These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 
“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of 
the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, 
but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  (8:00)      “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”                     LSB 437
 

1) Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 
And did my sov’reign die? 

Would He devote that sacred head 
For such a worm as I? 

 
2) Was it for crimes that I had done 

He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity, grace unknown, 

And love beyond degree!
 

3) Well might the sun in darkness hide 
And shut his glories in 

When God, the mighty maker, died 
For His own creatures’ sin. 

 



4) Thus might I hide my blushing face 
While His dear cross appears, 

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 
And melt mine eyes to tears.

 
5) But drops of grief can ne’er repay 

The debt of love I owe; 
Here, Lord, I give myself away: 

’Tis all that I can do. 
 
Text: Public domain 

 
 
 

 
SERMON:                             “A True Friend”        Pastor Steve Moser 

 
 

OFFERTORY:  (8:00)       “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”            LSB 711, v 1–2
 

1) Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 
Much we need Your tender care. 

In Your pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use Your fold prepare. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

You have bought us; we are Yours. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

You have bought us; we are Yours. 
 

2) We are Yours; in love befriend us, 
Be the guardian of our way; 

Keep Your flock, from sin defend us, 
Seek us when we go astray. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Hear us children when we pray. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Hear us children when we pray. 

 
Text: Public domain

 
  

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  



 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER  
 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts.    
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P: Father, it is truly good, right and proper to give you thanks and praise, for You 

have heard our cry to be seen, to be known, and to be loved by You.  You sent 
Jesus to be our Savior, our Lord, and our faithful friend who even now lifts us up 
in prayer.  Through baptism You fill us with Your Holy Spirit, who encourages us 
and gives us faith to live in confident connection with You, who with the Son and 
the Spirit is worthy of all glory, honor and praise.  Therefore, with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
 
 (8:00)                               “The Doxology”          (acapella) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
 
  
 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    
     
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

(8:00)  “There is a Fountain”       Bethany Phillips, violin solo 
          Trudy Tunnell, accompanist 



“Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way”  LSB 857 
“Jesus Comes Today with Healing”   LSB 620 

 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

P Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this testament of Your loving connection with us through the body and 
blood of Christ, and we humbly ask that You would embolden us through this 
sacrament to reach out to our neighbors, responding to their need for connection 
and showing them Your love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you 
  The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  (8:00)          “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                              LSB  809
 

1) Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

 
Refrain: 

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

 
2) Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
Refrain 

 
3) Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 



Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
Refrain 

 
 Text: Public domain

 
 


