
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

WE PRAY TOGETHER 

Lord God, heavenly Father, You guided and blessed the holy families of old by Your Word and Spirit. We thank You for guiding 
us, your Church to be together. Remind us of the unity You have given in Christ Jesus, help us to know and appreciate one 
another, and strengthen among us the bonds of love and care, that we may encourage, comfort, and support one another in 
Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

WE SING TOGETHER 

389 Let All Together Praise Our God 
Today, we are looking at the biblical basis for 
community – our need to be together. One of the ways 
we see God actively encouraging community is by the 
fact that He himself became part of our earthly 
community through the incarnation of His son Jesus, 
the Babe of Bethlehem.  In this Christmas hymn, we 
sing together to praise our God, because He has come 
down to be with us, and to give us His Glory in 
exchange for our sin.  Christmas is a time when we 
recognize that our God came to earth in order to be 
together with us, his people.    
 
What does it mean for the Christian community that God 

was willing to become a part of our world in the flesh?  
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 
Text (sts. 1, 3–4): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.  
110003538 

 

WE READ TOGETHER 

Davies begins this chapter by establishing the need we have for community in our current culture.  He gives several 
examples of ways people are isolated and disconnected from one another, due to both our digital-based culture and a 
more generalized culture of “segmentation and division.” (Page 13)  He also points out that in the age of digital 
connection, and among those who use the most technology, anxiety and loneliness tends to be the highest. (Page 12) 
In what ways do you sense that loneliness and anxiety are on the rise culturally?   

 
 
 

As one summarizing, frightening, and eye-opening example of our divided and isolated culture, Davies gives the statistic 
that “in 1960, only 5 percent of American said they would be displeased if their child married someone of the opposite 
political party.” (Page 14) 
Where do you see an increase in division and a spirit of divisiveness in our would today? 

 

  

CONNECTED TO CHRIST 
Overcoming Isolation through Community 
 

Week 2 – Created for Community 
(Chapter 1) 



 
Pastor Davies mentions that cultural commentators are noting a rise in “tribalism,” which Davies defines as “the 

segmentation and division of culture into sides or camps.” (Page 15) 

What impact is tribalism having on our culture? How is it leading us to think negatively about others? 

 

 

Read together John 17:11, 20-23 (Also found on Page 16-17 of your book). 

Why do you think unity was so important to Jesus? Why did he pray to God the Father for it? 

 

 

WE LEARN TOGETHER 

The second half of this chapter lists examples of community in the Scriptures.  Read the following examples of 
community in scripture and discuss which ones were new or striking to you: 

1) Genesis 2:18 – Community in Creation (Page 18) 
 

2) Genesis 35:11 – Community through the Twelve Tribes of Israel (Page 19) 
 

3) Matthew 4:18-22 – Jesus calls the Disciples (Page 19-20)  
 

4) Mark 6:7-13 – Jesus sends the disciples (Page 21-21) 
 

5) Matthew 26:36-38 – Jesus in Gethsemane (Page 21-22) 
 

6) Acts 1:9-11 and 2:42-47– Community in the Early Church (Page 22-23) 
 

7) Revelation 7:9-10 – Future Community in Heaven (Page 25-26) 
 

Can you think of any more biblical examples of Community? 

 

 

 

 
WE PREPARE TOGETHER 

 
For next week, read the Chapter 2 of Connected to Christ: Overcoming Isolation through Community by Brian Davies.  


