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Redeemer Lutheran Church – Nixa 

December 26 & 27 
  
 

Welcome and Greetings 
 
 
Saturday and Sunday:                 O Come, All Ye Faithful                      LSB 379 v1-4 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 
 

ref O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 

Highest, most holy, 
Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 

In the highest: Refrain 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 
 
Call to Worship 

P In the name of the Father and of the � Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

 
Invitation to Confession 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 



3 
 

  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner. 

 
Confession and Absolution 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and 

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins 
and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and 
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 
 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of 
Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be 
alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
	

 
Readings from God’s Word:  
 
Old Testament: Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
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and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
to sprout up before all the nations. 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 
and her salvation as a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your righteousness, 
and all the kings your glory, 

and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 

Epistle: Galatians 4:4–7 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 

the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 
Holy Gospel:  Luke 2:22–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.   

22 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  
23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be 
called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the 
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 
whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he 
came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and 
said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and  
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rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a 
virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, 
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she 
began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 

39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned 
into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

Sharing of our Faith – The Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible.   

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end.   

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life � of the world to come. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day 
 
Saturday and Sunday:                 Angels from the Realms of Glory                LSB 367 v1-5 
 

1) Angels from the realms of glory, 
    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 
    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. 

 
ref Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

2) Shepherds in the field abiding, 
    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 
    Yonder shines the Infant Light. (Refrain) 

 
3) Sages, leave your contemplations, 

    Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations, 

    Ye have seen His natal star. (Refrain) 
 

4) Saints before the altar bending, 
    Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 
    In His temple shall appear. (Refrain) 

 
5) All creation, join in praising 

    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Evermore your voices raising 

    To the eternal Three in One. (Refrain) 
Public domain 

 
 

Sermon 
The Right Place at the Right Time 

Galatians 4:4-7 
 

 
Thanksgivings and Prayers  
 
Lord's Prayer                                                                                                   LSB  162                                                                                                                  
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Offering Song  (communion assistants prepare for communion) 
   
Saturday and Sunday:                        Hark the Glad Sound            LSB 349 v1-4 
 

1) Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
    The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 
    And ev’ry voice a song. 

 
2) He comes the pris’ners to release, 

    In Satan’s bondage held. 
The gates of brass before Him burst, 

    The iron fetters yield. 
 

3) He comes the broken heart to bind, 
    The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 
    To enrich the humble poor. 

 

4) Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 
    With Thy belovèd name. 

Public	domain	
	

     
 
Announcement: Communion Process  

Please remember to wear a mask as you walk to and back from the stations.  You will 
commune yourselves in family groups.  Remember to indicate to the usher how many 
will be communing, and if anyone requires gluten free or grape juice.                         

 
 
Communion Confession       
P:  The Lord’s Supper is God’s gift for Christians who are properly taught.  In communing, we 
want people to receive Christ’s body and blood for their good.  This means that as you come 
to the Lord’s Table you affirm with each communicant that Jesus is your Savior and Lord; and 
with Lutheran Christians you confess: 

 
C:  I recognize and confess that I am a sinner.  I repent of my sin and ask God’s 
forgiveness. I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from sin, Satan and 
death.  I believe that the risen Christ is really present in the Sacrament and under the 
form of the bread and wine, I receive His true body and blood for the forgiveness of my 
sin and the strengthening of my faith and life.   (Augsburg Confession-Article X)  

 
Words of Institution 
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Music during Communion 
 
Saturday and Sunday:                     	O Little Town of Bethlehem         LSB 361 v1-4 
 

1) O little town of Bethlehem, 
    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
    Are met in thee tonight. 

 
2) For Christ is born of Mary, 

    And, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

    Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
    Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king 
    And peace to all the earth! 

 
3) How silently, how silently 

    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
    The blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming; 

    But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

    The dear Christ enters in. 
 

4) O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
    Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
    Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
    The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 

    Our Lord Immanuel!	
Public	domain	

	

 
                                           It Came upon the Midnight Clear              LSB 366 

1) It came upon the midnight clear,  
    That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth  
    To touch their harps of gold: 
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“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,  
    From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay  
    To hear the angels sing. 

 
2) Still through the cloven skies they come 

    With peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heav’nly music floats 

    O’er all the weary world. 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
    They bend on hov’ring wing, 
And ever o’er its babel sounds 

    The blessèd angels sing. 
 

3) All you, beneath your heavy load, 
    By care and guilt bent low, 
Who toil along a dreary way 

    With painful steps and slow: 
Look up, for golden is the hour, 

    Come swiftly on the wing, 
The Prince was born to bring you peace; 

    Of Him the angels sing. 
 

4) For lo, the days have come to pass 
    By prophets seen of old, 

When down into the circling years 
    Came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth 
    God’s ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear 
    The song the angels sing. 

Public	domain	
	

 
 

                                 Angels We Have Heard on High    LSB 368 
1) Angels we have heard on high, 

    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 

    Echoing their joyous strains. 
 

ref Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
2) Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

    Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 

    Which inspire your heav’nly song? (Refrain) 
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3) Come to Bethlehem and see 

    Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain) 
Public	domain	

	

 
 
Dismissal 

   P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 
to life everlasting. Depart in peace! 

C Amen. 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Benedicamus and Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Saturday and Sunday:            Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending        LSB 336 v1-4 
 

1) Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 
    Once for ev’ry sinner slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending 
    Swell the triumph of His train: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
    Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

 
2) Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him 

    Robed in glorious majesty; 
Those who set at naught and sold Him, 
    Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
    Shall their true Messiah see. 
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3) Those dear tokens of His passion 

    Still His dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation 

    To His ransomed worshipers. 
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture 

    Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
 

4) Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 
    High on Thine eternal throne; 
Savior, take the pow’r and glory, 

    Claim the kingdom as Thine own. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 
Public	domain	

	

                                           	
 


