
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Springfield, Missouri 
December 20, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The Impossible Genealogy: Jesus, Son of Mary 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
Opening Hymn    
 

(8:00, 12:00)                “Savior of the Nations, Come”             LSB 332, v 1-3, 7-8 
 

1) Savior of the Nations, Come  
Virgin’s Son, make here your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth 
That the Lord chose such a birth! 

 
2) Not by human flesh and blood,  

By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 
3) Here a maid was found with child,  

Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 
God was there upon His throne. 

 
7) From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 
 

8) Glory to the Father sing, 
Glory to the Son, our King, 

Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

 
 

(10:45)    Come and Worship  
 
 
 



Introduction 
 
P: Sunday morning Advent services this year are focusing on the theme The 

Impossible Genealogy based on the genealogy of Jesus as presented in the 
beginning verses of Matthew’s Gospel.  Today we focus on Jesus as Son of 
Mary. 

 
 
Invocation 
 
P: We begin in the name of the Father, who beyond reason sent His only Son to be 

born of a virgin, 
 And in the name of the Son, who beyond reason took on human flesh and 

defeated death by dying on the cross, 
 And in the name of the Holy Spirit, who beyond reason conceived a child in 

Mary’s womb and who calls us to faith in Immanuel, God with us. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
Confession and Absolution (From Mary’s words in Luke 1:46-55) 
 
P: If we are filled with pride in our own accomplishments, we deceive ourselves, and 

the truth is not in us.  And we are warned: 
C: “He (scatters) the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.” 
 
P: But if we humble ourselves before the Lord, we know: 
C: “He (exalts) those of humble estate.” 
 
P: If we believe in our own self-importance, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  And we are warned: 
C: “He (brings) down the mighty from their thrones.” 
 
P: But if we fear the Lord, we know: 
C: “His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.” 
 
P: If we think we can take care of ourselves, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  And we are warned: 
C: “The rich he (sends) away empty.” 
 
P: But if we admit our need for God, we know: 
C: “He (fills) the hungry with good things.” 
 
P: Let us then in the fear of the Lord humble ourselves, confess our sin, and plead 

for His mercy. 



(time of silence for personal reflection) 
 
C: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 
You by thought, word and deed.  We are filled with pride, self-importance 
and arrogance and we deserve nothing but Your wrath.  But we flee for 
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on you and has given His 
only Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  To those who 
believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has 
promised them His Holy Spirit.  He who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

C: Grant this, Lord, unto us all.  Amen. 
 
 
Hymn of Praise  
 
(8:00, 12:00)                            “My Soul Rejoices”                                     LSB 933 
 

1) My soul rejoices, my spirit voices— 
Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

For God my Savior has shown me favor— 
Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

With praise and blessing. 
Join in confessing God, who is solely  

Mighty and holy— 
O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
His mercy surely shall rest securely 

On all who fear Him, Love and revere Him— 
O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

 
2) His arm now barring, His strength declaring— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
The proud He scatters, Their rule He shatters— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
Oppression halted; The meek exalted. 

Full are the hungry; Empty, the wealthy— 
O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
Here is the token all that was spoken 

To Abr’ham’s offspring God is fulfilling— 
O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

 
(10:45)     The First Noel 
 



Prayer of the Day 
 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, You are the eternal Word through whom the universe was 

created, yet You began your earthly course in the womb of a virgin.  At the 
announcement of this miracle, Mary responded in faith: "let it be done to me 
according to your word."  May we who are made new creatures by your grace, 
respond with such faith when you call us to your service.  

C: Amen. 
 
 
Old Testament Reading       
Our verse from the Old Testament today highlights the miraculous nature of the arrival 

of the promised Messiah. 
 
Isaiah 7:14 
 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  
 
 
Gospel Reading   
In our Gospel reading today, we find the fulfillment of prophecy in the angel Gabriel’s 

announcement to Mary that she will give birth to the Savior of the world. 
 
Luke 1:26-38 
 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 
throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 
kingdom will never end.” 
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 
God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who 
was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever 
fail.” 
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 
angel left her. 



Hymn of Response  
 
(8:00, 12:00)               “My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord”                          LSB 934 
 

1) My soul now magnifies the Lord; 
My spirit leaps for joy in Him. 

He keeps me in His kind regard, 
And I am blest for time to come. 

 
2) For He alone who shows such might 

Has done amazing things to me. 
His mercy flows; His name like light 

Remains in time perpetually. 
 

3) His arm is strong; His strength is great. 
He scatters those of proud intent 

And casts them down from high estate, 
Then gives the love His nourishment. 

 
4) He feeds the hungry as His own; 

The wealthy leave with empty hands. 
He gives His help to Israel; 

His gracious promise always stands. 
 
 
Epistle Reading:  
In today’s Epistle reading we see how God’s way of doing things doesn’t always make 

sense to us, but it is always good. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 
Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the 
wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased 
through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. Jews 
demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than human strength. 



Creed    (Sung to the tune of Angels from the Realms of Glory – LSB 367) 
 

1. We believe in God the Father, with the Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present help in our need, praised by all the heav’nly host; 

All He made with pow’r sustaining, all God’s works His glories sing. 
 

2. We believe in Christ, our Savior, Son of God and Mary’s son, 
Who descended from His high throne and for us salvation won; 
By whose cross and death do we see, rescue from all misery. 

 
3. We confess the Holy Spirit, Who from both in truth proceeds, 

Who sustains and helps His loved ones in all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blessing, praise and glory shall be to the holy Trinity! 

 
 

Message:                       “Jesus, Son of Mary”   
Pastor Andrew Bartholomew 

 
 

Hymn of the Day   
 
(8:00)                                  “Good King Wenceslas”                         Hallelujah Bells  

Gary Beckman, director 
 

(12:00)                          “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”                             LSB 729 

 

1) I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,  
Trusting only Thee; 

Trusting Thee for full salvation, 
Great and free. 

 
2) I am trusting Thee for pardon; 

At Thy feet I bow, 
For Thy grace and tender mercy 

Trusting now. 
 

3) I am trusting Thee for cleansing 
In the crimson flood; 

Trusting Thee to make me holy  
By Thy blood. 

 
4) I am trusting Thee to guide me; 

Thou alone shalt lead, 
Ev’ry day and hour supplying  

All my need. 



5) I am trusting Thee for power; 
Thine can never fail. 

Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me 
Must prevail. 

 
6) I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 

Never let me fall. 
I am trusting Thee forever  

And for all. 
 

 

10:45  Mary Did You Know - Kim solo 
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
 
Service of the Sacrament (8:00, 10:45) 
 

 

Song of Preparation   

 

(8:00)                           “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” 
(To the tune of From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come – LSB 358) 

 

1. O Jesus, blessed Lord, to Thee My heart-felt thanks forever be, 
Who hast so lovingly bestowed On me Thy body and Thy blood. 

 

2. Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: What wealth is come to me this day! 
My Savior dwells within my heart: How blessed am I!  How good Thou art! 

 

  

 



Words of Institution 

 

 
Distribution Hymns 
 

 (8:00)                    “Arise, O Christian People”                                    LSB 354 
 

1) Arise, O Christian people! 
Prepare yourselves today; 

Prepare to greet the Savior, 
Who takes your sins away. 

To us by grace alone 
The truth and light were given; 

The promised Lord from heaven  
To all the world is shown. 

 
2) Prepare the way before Him ; 

Prepare for Him the best. 
Cast out what would offend Him, 
This great, this heav’nly guest. 

Make straight, make plain the way: 
The lowly valleys raising, 

The heights of pride abasing, 
His path all even lay. 

 
3) The humble heart and lowly 

God raises up on high; 
Beneath His feet in terror 
The haughty soul shall lie. 

The heart sincere and right, 
That heeds God’s invitation 

And makes true preparation— 
It is the Lord’s delight. 

 
4) Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; 

Turn not from me aside, 
And help me to receive You  

This blessed Adventide. 
From stall and manger low 

Come now to dwell within me; 
I’ll sing Your praises gladly  
And forth Youth glory show. 

 

 
“O Holy Night” – Violin and Piano duet: Bethany Phillips / Trudy Tunnell 



 

                                     “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”                            LSB 623 

        (To the tune of From Heaven Above to Earth I Come – LSB 358) 
 

1)  Lord, Jesus Christ, we humbly pray 
That we may feast on You today; 

Beneath these forms of bread and wine 
Enrich us with Your grace divine. 

 
2) Give us, who share this wondrous food, 

Your body broken and Your blood, 
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n, 
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n. 

 
3) By faith Your Word has made us bold  

To seize the gift of love retold; 
All that You are we here receive, 
And all we are to You we give. 

 
4) One bread, one cup, one body, we, 

Rejoicing in our unity, 
Proclaim Your love until You come 

To bring Your scattered loved ones home. 
 

5) Lord, Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: 
O keep us steadfast till that day 

When each will be Your welcomed guest 
In heaven’s high and holy feast. 

  
 

  (10:45)  Jesus Messiah 

 

 
Dismissal and Prayer 

 
P: Now may this true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen and keep you in faith to life everlasting.  Go in His peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Lord, now let your servants go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled.  Our own 
eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of every 
people: A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel. 

C: Amen. 
 

 



Benediction 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
Closing Hymn   
 

(8:00, 12:00)               “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”               LSB 923 

(To the tune of On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry – LSB 344) 
 

1) Almighty Father, bless the Word 
Which through Your grace we now have heard. 

Oh, may the precious seed take root, 
Spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 

 
2) We praise You for the means of grace 
As homeward now our steps we trace. 

Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here 
May all at last in heav’n appear. 

 
3) Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

 

(10:45)   Silent Night 
 


