
 Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Nixa Campus  

December 19 & 20 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
The Impossible Genealogy: Jesus, Son of Mary 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
(stand) 
 
Opening Hymn    
 

6:00, 8:00  Savior of the Nations, Come        LSB 332 v1-3, 7-8 
 

10:45  God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen    by Dennis Whelan and Jess Soto  
 
Introduction 

P Sunday morning Advent services this year are focusing on the theme The 
Impossible Genealogy based on the genealogy of Jesus as presented in the 
beginning verses of Matthew’s Gospel.  Today we focus on Jesus as Son of 
Mary. 

 
Invocation 

P We begin in the name of the Father, who beyond reason sent His only Son to be 
born of a virgin, 
And in the name of the Son, who beyond reason took on human flesh and 
defeated death by dying on the cross, 
And in the name of the Holy Spirit, who beyond reason conceived a child in 
Mary’s womb and who calls us to faith in Immanuel, God with us. 

    C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution (From Mary’s words in Luke 1:46-55) 
 
P If we are filled with pride in our own accomplishments, we deceive ourselves, and 

the truth is not in us.  And we are warned: 
C “He (scatters) the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.” 
 
P But if we humble ourselves before the Lord, we know: 
C “He (exalts) those of humble estate.” 
 
P If we believe in our own self-importance, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  And we are warned: 
C “He (brings) down the mighty from their thrones.” 



P But if we fear the Lord, we know: 
C “His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.” 
 
P If we think we can take care of ourselves, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  And we are warned: 
C “The rich he (sends) away empty.” 
 
P But if we admit our need for God, we know: 
C “He (fills) the hungry with good things.” 
 
P Let us then in the fear of the Lord humble ourselves, confess our sin, and plead 

for His mercy. 
 

 (time of silence for personal reflection) 
 

C Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 
that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 
You by thought, word and deed.  We are filled with pride, self-importance 
and arrogance and we deserve nothing but Your wrath.  But we flee for 
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on you and has given His 

only Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  To those who 
believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has 
promised them His Holy Spirit.  He who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

C Grant this, Lord, unto us all.  Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise:   
 

6:00, 8:00 My Soul Rejoices                             LSB 933 v1-2 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P Lord Jesus Christ, You are the eternal Word through whom the universe was 
created, yet You began your earthly course in the womb of a virgin.  At the 
announcement of this miracle, Mary responded in faith: "let it be done to me 
according to your word."  May we who are made new creatures by your grace, 
respond with such faith when you call us to your service.  

C Amen. 
 
 
Old Testament Reading       

Our verse from the Old Testament today highlights the miraculous nature of the 
arrival of the promised Messiah. 



Isaiah 7:14 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  
 

Gospel Reading   
In our Gospel reading today, we find the fulfillment of prophecy in the angel 
Gabriel’s announcement to Mary that she will give birth to the Savior of the world. 
 
Luke 1:26-38 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her 
and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 
with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 
will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 
God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she 
who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God 
will ever fail.” 

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 
the angel left her. 

Hymn of Response   
 

6:00, 8:00   My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord         LSB 934   
 

    10:45       O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

 
Epistle Reading:  

In today’s Epistle reading we see how God’s way of doing things doesn’t always 
make sense to us, but it is always good. 
 
 
 



1 Cor 1:18-25 
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 

Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For 
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was 
pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who 
believe. Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom 
God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than human strength. 

Creed   (Sung to the tune of Angels from the Realms of Glory   LSB 367) 
 
1. We believe in God the Father, with the Son, and Holy Ghost, 

Ever-present help in our need, praised by all the heav’nly host; 
All He made with pow’r sustaining, all God’s works His glories sing. 

 
2. We believe in Christ, our Savior, Son of God and Mary’s son, 

Who descended from His high throne and for us salvation won; 
By whose cross and death do we see, rescue from all misery. 

 
3. We confess the Holy Spirit, Who from both in truth proceeds, 

Who sustains and helps His loved ones in all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blessing, praise and glory shall be to the holy Trinity! 

 
 
Message:      Jesus, Son of Mary   
 
 
Hymn of the Day  
     6:00, 8:00  I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus   LSB 729 
 
     10:45     “It’s All About You”                    by Dennis and Jess 
 
 
(stand) 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 



Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

 
Closing Hymn   

6:00, 8:00 Almighty Father, Bless the Word         LSB 923 
  (To the tune of On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry – LSB 344) 

 
    10:45  Do You Hear What I Hear? 

 


