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The Impossible Genealogy: Jesus, Son of Scandal 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
Opening Song: 
 

(8:00 & 12:00)      “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”          LSB 344, v 1-3, 5 
 

1) On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 
2) Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 
3) We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 
Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 
5) All praise, eternal Son, to Thee  

Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 
 

 
(10:45)  We Have Come Into His House 

 
 
 
 
 



Introduction 
Sunday morning Advent services this year are focusing on the theme The Impossible 
Genealogy based on the genealogy of Jesus as presented in the beginning verses of 

Matthew’s Gospel.  Today we focus on four of the more scandalous ancestors of 
Jesus, as we see ourselves reflected in each. 

 
 
Invocation 

 
P:   We begin in the name of the Father, who invites even scandalous sinners like us 

into His family, 
And in the name of the Son, who died to make it possible for sinners to be 
adopted by the Father, 
And in the name of the Holy Spirit, who creates faith in sinners to receive the 
inheritance of the children of God, 

C:   Amen. 
 
 
Confession and Absolution 

 
P:   When Paul wrote to his young friend, Titus, he described what our lives are like 

outside of Christ.  He said, 
C:   “For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to 

various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, 
hated by others and hating one another” (Titus 3:3).  

P:   Our behavior is scandalously sinful, which is why God calls us to repent – to turn 
from ourselves and our works, and turn to Him in faith.  He seeks us out and 
gives us the same invitation He gave Philip in the Gospel of John: 

C:   “The next day Jesus…found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me’” (John 
1:43). 

P:   Let us then confess our sins to God, our Father. 
 

(time of silence for personal reflection) 
 

P:   Most merciful God, 
C:   I confess to you that I am by nature sinful and unclean.  Like Ruth, I don’t 

belong in Your family.  Like Bathsheba, I pursue my own passions and 
desires instead of my relationship with You.  Like Tamar, I justify my sin 
and find excuses for the most shocking behavior.  Like Rahab, I sell myself 
to the highest bidder, treating as worthless the precious gift you give me of 
my very self.  Forgive me Lord.  In Your mercy, give me a new start, restore 
me to a right relationship with You, and help me do better. 

 



P:   Friends in Christ, having heard your confession, I announce to you the grace of 
God.  “(God) washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through 
the Holy Spirit.  He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus 
Christ our Savior.  Because of his grace he made us right in his sight and gave 
us confidence that we will inherit eternal life” (Titus 3:4-7 NLT).  Your sins are 
forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 
 
 
Song of Praise:   
 
 (8:00 & 12:00)       “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”              LSB 611, v 2-4 
   (To the tune of As with Gladness Men of Old – LSB 397) 
 

2) Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 
Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, 

Lasting as eternity! 
Love that found me – wondrous thought! 

Found me when I sought Him not. 
 

3) Only Jesus can impart 
Balm to heal the wounded heart, 

Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 

Faith and hope to walk with God 
In the way that Enoch trod. 

 
4) Chief of sinners though I be,  

Christ is all in all to me; 
All my wants to Him are known, 

All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life 

Safe with Him from earthly strife. 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 

 
P:   Lord of all mercy, You welcome people into Your family from all walks of life.  

Help us see other people through Your eyes of love and serve them as Your 
hands and Your feet, through Jesus Christ, our Savior, our brother, and our Lord. 

C:   Amen. 
 
 



Old Testament Reading                                                    
Our Old Testament reading today highlights how God, in His mercy, blessed two 

particularly “scandalous” women – Tamar and Ruth. 
  

Ruth 4:11-17 
 

11 Then all the people who were at the gate and the elders said, “We are witnesses. 
May the Lord make the woman, who is coming into your house, like Rachel and Leah, 
who together built up the house of Israel. May you act worthily in Ephrathah and be 
renowned in Bethlehem, 12 and may your house be like the house of Perez, whom 
Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring that the Lord will give you by this young 
woman.” 
  
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the Lord 
gave her conception, and she bore a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed 
be the Lord, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be 
renowned in Israel! 15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old 
age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has 
given birth to him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became 
his nurse. 17 And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has 
been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of 
David. 
 
 
Gospel Reading        

In our Gospel reading today, we see how Jesus Himself was considered scandalous 
because of where He was raised – in the small backwater town of Nazareth. 

  
John 1:43-46 
 

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46Nathanael said to him, 
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
 
 
Anthem: (8:00 only)              “Good King Wenceslas”                          Hallelujah Bells  
                  Gary Beckman, director 
 
 
 
 
 



Epistle Reading: 
In today’s Epistle reading, we rejoice in the scandalous mercy of God, despite our 

scandalously sinful behavior. 
  
Titus 3:3-7 
 

3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and 
hating one another. 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that 
being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 
 
Creed  

 
(8:00 & 12:00) (Sung to the tune of Angels from the Realms of Glory – LSB 367) 
 

1) We believe in God the Father,  
With the Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present help in our need,  

Praised by all the heav’nly host; 
All He made with pow’r sustaining,  
All God’s works His glories sing. 

 
2) We believe in Christ, our Savior,  

Son of God and Mary’s son, 
Who descended from His high throne  

And for us salvation won; 
By whose cross and death do we see,  

Rescue from all misery. 
 

3) We confess the Holy Spirit,  
Who from both in truth proceeds, 

Who sustains and helps His loved ones  
In all trials, fears, and needs. 

Blessing, praise and glory shall be  
To the holy Trinity! 

 
 

Message:                                 “Jesus, Son of Scandal”   
 
                                                  Pastor Stephen Moser 



Hymn of the Day 
 
     (8:00 & 12:00)  “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”        LSB 350, v 1, 2, 4 
 

1) Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, 
Only hope for sinful mortals! 
Come, O Savior of the world! 
Open are to Thee all portals. 
Come, Thy beauty let us see; 
Anxiously we wait for Thee. 

 
2) Enter now my waiting heart, 

Glorious King and Lord most holy. 
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, 

Though I am but poor and lowly. 
Ah, what riches will be mine 

When Thou art my guest divine! 
 

4) Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! 
Jesus, hear our supplication! 

Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, 
Bring us blessing and salvation, 

That forever we may sing: 
Hail! Hosanna to our King. 

 
     (10:45)      All Praise to You Eternal Lord  
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
 
 



Benediction 
 

P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C:   Amen. 
  
 
Closing Hymn:   

 
(8:00, 12:00)    “The Advent of Our King”                      LSB 331, v 1-3, 6 

 
1) The advent of our King 

Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing 

In strains of holy joy. 
 

2) The everlasting Son 
Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant’s form puts on 
To set His servants free. 

 
3) O Zion’s daughter, rise 

To meet your lowly King, 
Nor let your faithless heart despise 

The peace He comes to bring. 
 

6) All glory to the Son, 
Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 
Through all eternity. 

 
 
 (10:45) Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  


