
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Nixa, Missouri 

December 12 & 13 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
The Impossible Genealogy: Jesus, Son of Scandal 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
(stand) 
 
Opening Song    
 

6:00, 8:00  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry         LSB 344 v1-3, 5 
 

10:45    O Come All Ye Faithful, Come 
 
Introduction 

P Sunday morning Advent services this year are focusing on the theme The 
Impossible Genealogy based on the genealogy of Jesus as presented in the 
beginning verses of Matthew’s Gospel.  Today we focus on four of the more 
scandalous ancestors of Jesus, as we see ourselves reflected in each. 

 
Invocation 

P We begin in the name of the Father, who invites even scandalous sinners like us 
into His family, 
And in the name of the Son, who died to make it possible for sinners to be 
adopted by the Father, 
And in the name of the Holy Spirit, who creates faith in sinners to receive the 
inheritance of the children of God, 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P When Paul wrote to his young friend, Titus, he described what our lives are like 

outside of Christ.  He said, 
C “For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to 

various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, 
hated by others and hating one another” (Titus 3:3).   

 
P Our behavior is scandalously sinful, which is why God calls us to repent – to turn 

from ourselves and our works, and turn to Him in faith.  He seeks us out and 
gives us the same invitation He gave Philip in the Gospel of John: 

C “The next day Jesus…found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me’” (John 
1:43). 



P Let us then confess our sins to God, our Father. 
 

 (time of silence for personal reflection) 
 

P Most merciful God, 
C I confess to you that I am by nature sinful and unclean.  Like Ruth, I don’t 

belong in Your family.  Like Bathsheba, I pursue my own passions and 
desires instead of my relationship with You.  Like Tamar, I justify my sin 
and find excuses for the most shocking behavior.  Like Rahab, I sell myself 
to the highest bidder, treating as worthless the precious gift you give me of 
my very self.  Forgive me Lord.  In Your mercy, give me a new start, restore 
me to a right relationship with You, and help me do better. 

 
P Friends in Christ, having heard your confession, I announce to you the grace of 

God.  “(God) washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through 
the Holy Spirit.  He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus 
Christ our Savior.  Because of his grace he made us right in his sight and gave 
us confidence that we will inherit eternal life” (Titus 3:4-7 NLT).  Your sins are 
forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Song of Praise    
 

6:00, 8:00  Chief of Sinners Though I Be                    LSB 611 v2-4 
      (To the tune of As with Gladness Men of Old  LSB 397) 
 

10:45    It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P Lord of all mercy, You welcome people into Your family from all walks of life.  

Help us see other people through Your eyes of love and serve them as Your 
hands and Your feet, through Jesus Christ, our Savior, our brother, and our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
6:00 pm: Baptism: Tatum Rose Brueckner 
 
 
Old Testament Reading       

Our Old Testament reading today highlights how God, in His mercy, blessed two 
particularly “scandalous” women – Tamar and Ruth. 
 
Ruth 4:11-17 
11 Then all the people who were at the gate and the elders said, “We are witnesses. 
May the LORD make the woman, who is coming into your house, like Rachel and 



Leah, who together built up the house of Israel. May you act worthily in Ephrathah 
and be renowned in Bethlehem, 12 and may your house be like the house of 
Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring that the LORD will give 
you by this young woman.” 
 
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and 
the LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son. 14 Then the women said to 
Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and 
may his name be renowned in Israel! 15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and a 
nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to 
you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid 
him on her lap and became his nurse. 17 And the women of the neighborhood gave 
him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. He 
was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 
 

Gospel Reading   
In our Gospel reading today, we see how Jesus Himself was considered scandalous 
because of where He was raised – in the small backwater town of Nazareth. 
 
John 1:43-46 
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of 
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 

 
Epistle Reading:  

In today’s Epistle reading, we rejoice in the scandalous mercy of God, despite our 
scandalously sinful behavior. 
 
Titus 3:3-7 
3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and 
hating one another. 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, 
but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the 
Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so 
that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life. 
 

 
 
 



Creed   (Sung to the tune of Angels from the Realms of Glory – LSB 367)   
 

1. We believe in God the Father, with the Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present help in our need, praised by all the heav’nly host; 
All He made with pow’r sustaining, all God’s works His glories sing. 
 

2. We believe in Christ, our Savior, Son of God and Mary’s son, 
Who descended from His high throne and for us salvation won; 
By whose cross and death do we see, rescue from all misery. 

 
3. We confess the Holy Spirit, Who from both in truth proceeds, 

Who sustains and helps His loved ones in all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blessing, praise and glory shall be to the holy Trinity! 

 
Message: Jesus, Son of Scandal  (Pastor Jarod Koenig) 
 
Hymn of the Day 
 
 6:00, 8:00  Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come    LSB 350 v1, 2, 4 
 
(stand) 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Song of Preparation 
 

6:00, 8:00  O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 
(To the tune of From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come   LSB 358) 

 
1. O Jesus, blessed Lord, to Thee  

My heart-felt thanks forever be, 
Who hast so lovingly bestowed  
On me Thy body and Thy blood. 



2. Break forth, my soul, for joy and say:  
What wealth is come to me this day! 
My Savior dwells within my heart:  
How blessed am I!  How good Thou art! 
 

10:45 am  How Long, O Lord? 
 
 
Words of Institution 
 
 
Distribution Hymns 
 
 6:00, 8:00  Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray – LSB 623 
      (To the tune of From Heaven Above to Earth I Come – LSB 358) 
 

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates – LSB 341 
      O Lord, How Shall I Meet You – LSB 334, vs. 1, 4-6 

       
10:45    Angels We Have Heard on High 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

 
Dismissal and Prayer 
P Now may this true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen and keep you in the faith to life everlasting.  Go in His peace. 
C Amen. 
 
P Lord, now let your servants go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled.  Our own 

eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of every 
people: A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel. 

C Amen. 
 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn   

6:00, 8:00  The Advent of Our King                   LSB 331 v1-3, 6 
 

 10:45    What a Glorious Night 


