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The Impossible Genealogy: Jesus, Son of Abraham 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
Opening Hymn:  (8:00 & 12:00) “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”     LSB 352, v 1-3 
 

1. Let the earth now praise the Lord,  
Who has truly kept His word 

And at last to us did send Christ,  
the sinner's help and friend. 

 
2. What the fathers most desired,  
What the prophets' heart inspired, 
What they longed for many a year,  

Stands fulfilled in glory here. 
 

3. Abram's promised great reward,  
Zion's helper, Jacob's Lord-- 
Him of twofold race behold— 
Truly came, as long foretold. 

 
 
(10:45)    O Come, O Come Emmanuel  
 
 
Introduction 

 
P: Sunday morning Advent services this year are focusing on the theme The 

Impossible Genealogy based on the genealogy of Jesus as presented in the 
beginning verses of Matthew’s Gospel.  Today we focus on the first ancestor of 
Jesus in that genealogy: Abraham.   

 
 
 
 



Invocation 
 
P: We begin in the name of the Father, who called Abraham to follow, 

And in the name of the Son, who sacrificed Himself for all people like the ram 
sacrificed for Abraham’s son, 
And in the name of the Holy Spirit, who blessed Abraham with the faith which 
was reckoned to him as righteousness. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
Confession and Absolution 

 
P: Friends, you and I are like Abraham.  We lie to protect ourselves and to make 

ourselves look good, and we don’t care who we betray in the process.  We even 
start to believe the lies ourselves, but the Apostle John reminds us, 

C: “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” 
(1 John 1:8). 

 
P: Like Abraham, our sin hurts other people.  We have people in our lives who could 

confront us, just as Abimelech confronted Abraham, and each one of them could 
rightly say, 

C: “You have done to me things that ought not to be done” (Genesis 20:9). 
 
P: Every sin we commit that hurts another person, hurts the Lord even more.  As 

the Psalmist confesses to God,  
C: “Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight” 

(Psalm 51:4).  
 
P: So today, how will you respond when God asks you, as Pharaoh asked 

Abraham, 
C: “What is this you have done to me” (Genesis 12:18)? 

 
(time of silence for personal reflection) 

 
P: We pray, 
C: God of Abraham, we confess that like Abraham, we twist the truth in self-

serving ways.  Our lies hurt other people and they hurt You.  We are sorry 
Lord, for believing our own lies and ignoring the truth of Your Word.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we would delight in Your truth 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your Holy Name.  Amen. 

 
 
 



P: Friends in Christ, I have good news for you.  God promises that “if we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 
die for you, and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  By abiding in Jesus, “you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32).  Jesus died for 
you, and Jesus sets you free from the guilt and power of sin.  “And if the Son sets 
you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36) in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
Hymn of Praise:  (8:00 & 12:00)  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”            LSB 338 
 

1. Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,  
Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us;  
Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation,  
Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev'ry nation,  
Joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 
2. Born Thy people to deliver;  

Born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever,  

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit  
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit  

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 

 
P: God of all faithfulness, who called Abraham to follow you wherever You would 

lead, help us also to follow You in faith, leaving behind everything that would 
slow us down, and pressing forward to receive Your word of promise, through 
Jesus Christ, son of Abraham, Lord of all. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Old Testament Reading       
 

Our Old Testament reading today is in two parts, each showing a different side of that 
great ancestor of Jesus, Father Abraham.  Verses 1-3 present Abraham as a great 
blessing, and verses 10-20 as a deceptive coward. 

 
Genesis 12:1-3, 10-20 
 

1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed . . .” 
 
10 Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, 
for the famine was severe in the land. 11 When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to 
Sarai his wife, “I know that you are a woman beautiful in appearance, 12 and when the 
Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me, but they will let 
you live. 13 Say you are my sister, that it may go well with me because of you, and that 
my life may be spared for your sake.” 14 When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians 
saw that the woman was very beautiful. 15 And when the princes of Pharaoh saw her, 
they praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 16 And 
for her sake he dealt well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male 
servants, female servants, female donkeys, and camels. 
 
17 But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, 
Abram's wife. 18 So Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to 
me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my 
sister,’ so that I took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife; take her, and 
go.” 20 And Pharaoh gave men orders concerning him, and they sent him away with his 
wife and all that he had. 
 
 
Gospel Reading   

 
In our Gospel reading today, Jesus’ listeners claim to be children of Abraham, but 
Jesus confronts them with the fact that their actions don’t match their words. 
 
John 8:30-40 
 

30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him. 
 
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are 
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They 



answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to 
anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 
 
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a 
slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are 
offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in 
you. 38 I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have 
heard from your father.” 
 
39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were 
Abraham's children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40 but now you seek to 
kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what 
Abraham did. 
 
 
Song of the Day   
 

(8:00)  “Prepare the Royal Highway”   Redeemer Quartet 
 
(10:45)  Light of the World  
 
(12:00)          “The God of Abraham Praise”                       LSB 798, v 1-3 
 

1. The God of Abr'ham praise, Who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of everlasting days And God of love. 

Jehovah, great I AM! By earth and heav'n confessed;  
I bow and bless the sacred name Forever blest. 

 
2. The God of Abr'ham praise, At whose supreme command 

From earth I rise and seek the joys At His right hand. 
I all on earth forsake, Its wisdom, fame, and pow'r, 

And Him my only portion make, My shield and tow'r. 
 

3. The God of Abr'ham praise, Whose all-sufficient grace 
Shall guide me all my pilgrim days In all my ways. 

He deigns to call me friend; He calls Himself my God. 
And He shall save me to the end Through Jesus' blood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Epistle Reading:  
 

In today’s Epistle reading, we learn that a true child of Abraham lives by faith. 
 
Romans 4:13, 20-25 
 

13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did 
not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith . . . 
 
20 No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in 
his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he 
had promised. 22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23 But the 
words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It 
will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our 
Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 

 
 
Nicene Creed  

 
(8:00, 12:00)               (Sung to the tune of LSB 367) 

 
1. We believe in God the Father, with the Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present help in our need, praised by all the heav’nly host; 

All He made with pow’r sustaining, all God’s works His glories sing. 
 

2. We believe in Christ, our Savior, Son of God and Mary’s son, 
Who descended from His high throne and for us salvation won; 
By whose cross and death do we see, rescue from all misery. 

 
3. We confess the Holy Spirit, Who from both in truth proceeds, 

Who sustains and helps His loved ones in all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blessing, praise and glory shall be to the holy Trinity! 

 
(10:45) (Spoken) 
 
 

Message:         “Jesus, Son of Abraham” 
Pastor Andrew Bartholomew 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
 
 



Lord’s Prayer 
 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
 
Service of the Sacrament (8:00, 10:45) 
 
Song of Preparation   

 
(8:00)              “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” 

(To the tune of From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come – LSB 358) 
 

1. O Jesus, blessed Lord, to Thee 
My heart-felt thanks forever be, 
Who hast so lovingly bestowed 

On me Thy body and Thy blood. 
 

2. Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: 
What wealth is come to me this day! 

My Savior dwells within my heart: 
How blessed am I!  How good Thou art! 

 
 (10:45) Meditative background music 
 

Words of Institution 
 
 
Distribution Hymns 
 (8:00) “The God of Abraham Praise”   LSB 798, v 1-3 
   “The God of Abraham Praise”   LSB 798, v 4, 8, 9 

“Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”  LSB 350 
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”  LSB 341 

 
 (10:45)  Even So Come (Come Lord Jesus) and The River  
 
 
 



Dismissal and Prayer 
 
 
Benediction 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Closing Hymn   

(8:00, 12:00)            “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
(To the tune of It Came Upon a Midnight Clear – LSB 366) 

 
1. O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast And our eternal home. 
Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure. 
 

2. Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same. 

A thousand ages is Thy site Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun. 

 
3. Time, like an ever-rolling stream Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op’ning day. 
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Be thou our guard while troubles last And our eternal home! 
 

 (10:45)  For Our God  


