
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

What’s Really Important in Life? 
 

January 3, 2021 
 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

The end of a calendar year and the beginning of a new set of months 
brings a special opportunity to look at our lives. What has been most 
memorable in our lives in the past weeks and months? How might our priorities change in the next 
months? The Readings in today’s service are not often heard because the calendar does not always 
bring two Sundays after Christmas. Wisdom is waiting to be found by each of us here in this place 
today as we hear God’s Word and seek His kingdom in this New Year of grace. God’s wisdom is here 
to bless us each time we gather for worship! 
 
 

✠ PREPARATION ✠ 
 
HYMN  (8:00 & 12:00)            “Once in Royal David’s City”                                LSB 376 
 

1) Once in royal David’s city  
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby  
In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild,  
Jesus Christ her little child. 

 
2) He came down to earth from heaven, 

Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable,  

And His cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly 

Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

3) For He is our childhood’s pattern, 
Day by day like us He grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feels for all our sadness, 

And He shares in all our gladness. 
 

4) And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
Through His own redeeming love; 
For that child so dear and gentle 

Is our Lord in heav’n above; 
And He leads His children on 

To the place where He is gone. 
 

5) Not in that poor, lowly stable 
With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 
All in white, His praise will sound! 

 
 
 (10:45)  Do You Hear What I Hear  
 



CALLING ON GOD’S NAME 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Hebrews 8:10–12; Psalm 122:1 
 
Pastor: “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, declares the Lord: 
People: I will put My laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and 

I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
 
Pastor: And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, 

saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know Me, from the least of them 
to the greatest. 

People: For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their 
sins no more.” 

 
Pastor: I was glad when they said to me, 
People: “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
 
 
WE CONFESS OUR SINS 
 
Pastor: Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious and heavenly 

Father. 
People: Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We have 

transgressed Your Law in many ways, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not always been wise in our 
thinking and our speaking and our actions. Our motives and thoughts 
have not always been pure. We deserve Your punishment now and for 
eternity. O God, in Your mercy forgive our sin and restore us to a full 
and joyful relationship with You, through the merits of Jesus, our 
Lord. Direct all that we do by Your Holy Spirit that in the year now 
beginning we joyfully follow Your will and gladly obey Your 
Commandments as Your redeemed people. 

 
 
GOD FORGIVES US 
 
 
 
 



PSALM Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14 
 
Pastor: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
People: Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is 

pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
 
Pastor: Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; His understanding is beyond 

measure. 
People: But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope 

in His steadfast love. 
 
Pastor: Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion! 
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Pastor: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  (8:00 & 12:00)  “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice”              LSB 390 
 

1) Let us all with gladsome voice 
Praise the God of heaven, 

Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, 
His own Son hath given. 

 
2) To this vale of tears He comes, 

Here to serve in sadness, 
That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes 

We may reign in gladness. 

3) We are rich, for He was poor; 
Is not this a wonder? 

Therefore praise God evermore 
Here on earth and yonder. 

 
4) Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, 

Be Thou ever near us. 
Grant us now a glad new year. 

Amen, Jesus, hear us. 
 
 
 (10:45)  We Three Kings 
 
 
GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
 



Pastor: Let us pray. 
Almighty Father, You have shined on us the new Light of Your Word made 
flesh, who lived among us. Cause us to find in Jesus, this Light, who and 
what is really important in life, and grant us Your blessing as we follow Him; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING   1 Kings 3:4–15 (Solomon prays to God for the gift 
of wisdom.) 
 

4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. 
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At 
Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I 
shall give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this 
great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7 And 
now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my 
father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And 
your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too 
many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9 Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, 
for who is able to govern this your great people?” 
10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, “Because 
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of 
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 
right, 12 behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and 
discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall 
arise after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so 
that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14 And if you will walk in my 
ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, 
then I will lengthen your days.” 
15 And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and 
stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings and 
peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 
 
 
EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3–14 (We are gifted with God’s spiritual blessings.) 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before 



him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with 
which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which 
he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we 
who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you 
also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of 
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:40–52  (The boy Jesus is found in the temple at Jerusalem.) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 
upon him. 
41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the 
feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group they 
went a day's journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and 
acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, 
searching for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they 
were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? 
Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49 And he said 
to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's 
house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51 And he 
went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his 
mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 



CREED Nicene Creed 
 
 I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
        and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
        and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY (8:00 & 12:00)  “Within the Father’s House”    LSB 410, tune: 331 
 

1) Within the Father’s house 
The Son has found His home, 
And to His temple suddenly 
The Lord of life has come. 

2) The doctors of the Law 
Gaze on the wondrous child 

And marvel at His gracious words 
Of wisdom undefiled. 



3) Yet not to them is giv’n 
The mighty truth to know, 

To lift the earthly veil that hides 
Incarnate God below. 

 
4) The secret of the Lord 

Escapes each human eye, 
And faithful pond’ring hearts await 

The full epiphany. 

5) Lord, visit Thou our souls 
And teach us by Thy grace 

Each dim revealing of Thyself 
With loving awe to trace. 

 
6) Till we behold Thy face 

And know as we are known 
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

Coequal Three in One. 
 

 
 (10:45)   God with Us 
 
 
SERMON What’s Really Important in Life? Pastor Moser 
 
 
OFFERTORY CHORUS  
              “Take My Life and Let It Be”                      LSB 784, v 1, 5 

(sung at 8:00 & 12:00; Spoken at 10:45) 
 

1) Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 

Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

5) Take my will and make it Thine, 
It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 



✠ SACRAMENT ✠ 
 
PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.   2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     Psalm 136 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: Father, it is good to praise You!  You summon us to be Your people who 

hear the call of Christ and follow it, knowing its true importance for our 
lives. Grant that we know the joy of being in harmony with our Creator in all 
things and to treasure the life of faith and worship we share. Grant that we 
worthily receive the body and blood of our Lord here given as the bread of 
life and cup of salvation, which are a foretaste of the feast to come in Your 
eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise, 
together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD       Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 
22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  
 
 
HYMNS  

(8:00)    “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”         LSB 393 
 

1) Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
For His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, Little knowing 
Christ the child is Lord of all. 

Swiftly winging, Angels singing, 
Bells are ringing, Tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 

2) Flocks were sleeping,  
Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new 
Saw the glory, Heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 

Praises voicing, Greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! 
Christ the child was born for you! 

 



Some Children See Him (solo, Stacey Luehrs) 
 
 

                                             “A Great and Mighty Wonder”                                LSB 383 
 

1) A great and mighty wonder, 
A full and holy cure: 

The virgin bears the infant 
With virgin honor pure!   

Refrain 
 

2) The Word becomes incarnate 
And yet remains on high, 

And cherubim sing anthems 
To shepherds from the sky. 

Refrain 

3) While thus they sing your Monarch,  
Those bright angelic bands, 

Rejoice, O vales and mountains, 
And oceans clap your hands. 

Refrain 
 

4) Since all He comes to ransom, 
By all be He adored, 

The infant born in Bethl’em, 
The Savior and the Lord. 

Refrain 
 

Refrain: 
Proclaim the Savior’s birth: 
“To God on high be glory 

And peace to all the earth!” 
 

5) All idols then shall perish 
And Satan’s lying cease, 

And Christ shall raise His scepter, 
Decreeing endless peace. 

Refrain 
 

(10:45)   The River 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Let us pray 

Blessed are You, almighty God, for by You we have been fed and 
nourished with the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Give us faith to 
rejoice in His salvation, knowing that what He has done for us will last for 
time and eternity. Grant us Your abiding peace each day of our lives as we 
await Your eternal kingdom. In the name of Jesus, our hope and comfort, 
we pray. 

People: Amen. 
 



BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ✠ give you peace.      
Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
 
HYMN (8:00 & 12:00)                   “God Loves Me Dearly”                                 LSB 392 
 

1) God loves me dearly, 
Grants me salvation, 
God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. 
 

2) I was in slav’ry,  
Sin, death, and darkness; 
God’s love was working 

To make me free. (Refrain) 

3) He sent forth Jesus, 
My dear Redeemer, 
He sent forth Jesus 

And set me free. (Refrain) 
 

4) Jesus, my Savior, 
Himself did offer; 
Jesus, my Savior, 

Paid all I owed. (Refrain) 
 
 

Refrain: 
Therefore I’ll say again:  
God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly,  

Loves even me. 
 
 

5) Now I will praise You, 
O Love Eternal; 

Now I will praise You 
All my life long. (Refrain) 

Public domain 

 
 10:45 Go Tell it on the Mountain 
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