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The Impossible Genealogy: Jesus, Son of David 
 
(stand) 
 

Opening Hymn: (8:00 & 12:00)  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”           LSB 357, v 1-3 
 

1) O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
2)  O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
3) O come, O come, Thou Lord of might  

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the Law 

In cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
 
(10:45)  O Come All Ye Faithful  
 
 
Introduction 

 
P: Sunday morning Advent services this year will focus on the theme The 

Impossible Genealogy based on the genealogy of Jesus as presented in the 
beginning verses of Matthew’s Gospel.  Today we focus on one of the more well-
known ancestors of Jesus in that genealogy, King David.   

 



Invocation 
 

P: We begin in the name of the Father, who called David to be king over Israel, 
And in the name of the Son, who rescued David from his sin, 
And in the name of the Holy Spirit, who made David a man after God’s own 
heart. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
Confession and Absolution 

 
P: In Psalm 32, David writes that he tried to hide his sin from God and pretend he 

had done nothing wrong, but his deception only hurt himself.  He said, 
C: “My bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  For day and 

night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the 
heat of summer” (verses 3-4). 

 
P: Then David realized how foolish he had been behaving, and he got honest with 

God. 
C: “I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, ‘I will 

confess my transgressions to the Lord,’ and you forgave the iniquity of my 
sin” (verse 5). 

 
P: Then David prays for you and me, that we won’t make the same mistake he did. 
C: “Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you 

may be found” (verse 6). 
 
P: With David’s prayer in mind, let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 

 

(time of silence for personal reflection) 
 

C: Holy Lord, I acknowledge my sin to you.  I uncover my iniquity in your 
presence.  I confess to you the many ways I have transgressed your 
commands.  Forgive me Lord, and wash away the iniquity of my sin. 

 
P: Friends in Christ, I have good news for you.  Jesus says in Luke 19, “Today 

salvation has come to this house... For the Son of Man came to seek and to save 
the lost.”  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you, and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins.  And so the words Jesus spoke to the paralytic in 
Matthew 9 are the same words He speaks to you today: “Take heart, my (child); 
your sins are forgiven” in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 



Hymn of Praise (from Psalm 32) -- Tune: LSB 348 
 

While I my inward guilt suppressed, no quiet could I find; 
Thy wrath lay burning in my breast, and racked my tortured mind. 

 
Then I confessed my troubled thoughts, my secret sins revealed. 

Thy pard’ning grace forgave my faults, Thy grace my pardon sealed. 
 

This shall invite Thy saints to pray; when like a raging flood 
Temptations rise, our strength and stay is a forgiving God. 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
P: God of all nations, who humbles the proud and exalts the lowly, we thank you for 

raising up King David and through his line, for sending us Jesus, Savior of all 
people. Give us hearts to seek Jesus and receive the forgiveness, life and 
salvation that comes through faith in His Name.  Hear our prayer through that 
same Name, Jesus Christ, son of David, Lord of all. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Old Testament Reading       

Our Old Testament reading today is in two parts, each showing a different side of that 

great ancestor of Jesus, King David.  1 Samuel 18 presents David as a great hero, and 

2 Samuel 12 as a great failure. 

 

 

1 Samuel 18 
5 And David went out and was successful wherever Saul sent him, so that Saul set him 

over the men of war. And this was good in the sight of all the people and also in the 

sight of Saul's servants.  6 As they were coming home, when David returned from 

striking down the Philistine, the women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and 

dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with songs of joy, and with musical 

instruments. 7 And the women sang to one another as they celebrated, “Saul has struck 

down his thousands, and David his ten thousands.” 

 

 

2 Samuel 12 
5 Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As 

the Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves to die…”  7 Nathan said to David, 

“You are the man!” 

 



Gospel Reading   

Our Gospel reading today presents the family tree of Jesus as recorded in the Gospel 

of Matthew.  This reading is the basis of our Sunday morning Advent series, The 

Impossible Genealogy. 

 

Matthew 1 
1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
 

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father 

of Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and 

Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 4 and Ram the father of 

Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of 

Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by 

Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the king. 
 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of 

Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and 

Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the 

father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and 

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh 

the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of 

Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 
 

12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and 

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the 

father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and 

Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of 

Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and 

Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is 

called Christ. 
 

(sit) 
 

 

Hymn of the Day:  (8:00 & 12:00) “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”        LSB 357, v 4-6 

 

4) O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 
Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
 



5) O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
6) O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

 

(10:45)  Everlasting Praise 

 

 

Epistle Reading   

 

In today’s reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians, we learn how Jesus became our 

world’s greatest Hero -- through actions which the world perceived as His greatest 

failure. 

 

Philippians 2 
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 

likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  9 Therefore God has highly 

exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 

 

 

Nicene Creed (Tune: 367) 

 

We believe in God the Father, with the Son, and Holy Ghost, 

Ever-present help in our need, praised by all the heav’nly host; 

All He made with pow’r sustaining, all God’s works His glories sing. 

 



We believe in Christ, our Savior, Son of God and Mary’s son, 

Who descended from His high throne and for us salvation won; 

By whose cross and death do we see, rescue from all misery. 

 

We confess the Holy Spirit, Who from both in truth proceeds, 

Who sustains and helps His loved ones in all trials, fears, and needs. 

Blessing, praise and glory shall be to the holy Trinity! 

 

 

Message:           Jesus, Son of David 

Pastor Steve Moser 

 

(stand) 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

  give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

Benediction 

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn: (8:00 & 12:00)      “Hark the Glad Sound”                 LSB 349 

 

1) Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 
And ev’ry voice a song. 

 
2) He comes the pris’ners to release, 

In Satan’s bondage held. 
The gates of brass before Him burst, 

The iron fetters yield. 
 

3) He comes the broken heart to bind, 
The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 
To enrich the humble poor. 

 
4) Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

Thy welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring  

With Thy beloved name. 
 

 

(10:45)  Joy to the World (Shout for Joy) 


