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Session 9 

The Person of Christ 
Article 8 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Jesus Christ is both true G the incarnation, the Son of God 

came down from heaven and was born of the Virgin Mary for us and for our salvation. Although 
human beings may reject His coming or doubt His promises, Jesus is the Lord whose death and 
resurrection bring salvation to 
in Christ. 

Opening Worship 
Read together these words from 1 Co

prayer. 
Leader: For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our 

sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 

Participants: That He was buried, that He was raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 

Leader: Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there 
is no resurrection of the dead? 

Participants: But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised. 

Leader: And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 

Participants: Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
Leader: But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. 

Participants: For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. 

Leader: For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.�

Participants: But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at His coming those who 
belong to Christ. 
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Two Natures in One Person 
Jesus Christ is the God-man. On the basis of Scripture, the Lutheran Church refused to 

accept the notion that in Christ there was merely a fusing of the two natures or that either nature 
was changed by virtue of the incarnation. 

Rather, with Luther, the confessors affirmed that in Christ there is one person with two 
natures. Jesus Christ is truly man and truly God; He is both fully human and fully divine, the one 
Savior. This position is set forth in Article 8. 

 
 
 
 
107. What do people say about Jesus, the man? 
 
 
 
 

The Personal Union 

The Formula of Concord: Epitome 
The chief question, however, has been this: Because of the personal union, do the divine 
and human natures, and also their properties, really [realiter] have communion with each 
other? In other words (in deed and truth), do the divine and human natures commune with 
each other in the person of Christ, and how far does this communion extend? . . . 

Christian faith, our doctrine, faith, and confession is as follows: 
1. The divine and human natures in Christ are personally united. So there are not two 
Christs, one the Son of God and the other the Son of Man. But one and the same person is 
the Son of God and Son of Man (Luke 1:35; Romans 9:5). 
2. We believe, teach, and confess that the divine and human natures are not mingled into 
one substance, nor is one changed into the other. Each keeps its own essential properties, 
which can never become the properties of the other nature. 
3. The properties of the divine nature are these: to be almighty, eternal, infinite, and to be 
everywhere present (according to the property of its nature and its natural essence, of itself), to 
know everything, and so on. These never become properties of the human nature. 
4. The properties of the human nature are to be a bodily creature, to be flesh and 
blood, to be finite and physically limited, to suffer, to die, to ascend and descend, to 
move from one place to another, to suffer hunger, thirst, cold, heat, and the like. These 
never become properties of the divine nature. 
5. The two natures are united personally (i.e., in one person). Therefore, we believe, 
teach, and confess that this union is not the kind of joining together and connection 
that prevents either nature from having anything in common with the other personally 
(i.e., because of the personal union). It is not like when two boards are glued together, 
where neither gives anything to the other or takes anything from the other. But here is 
described the highest communion that God truly has with the man. From this personal 
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union, the highest and indescribable communion results. There flows everything 
human that is said and believed about God, and everything divine that is said and 
believed about the man Christ. The ancient teachers of the Church explained this 
union and communion of the natures by the illustration of iron glowing with fire, and 
also by the union of body and soul in man. 
6. We believe, teach, and confess that God is man and man is God. This could not be true 
if the divine and human natures had (in deed and truth) absolutely no communion with 
each other. 
For how could the man, the Son of Mary, in truth be called or be God, or the Son of God 
the Most High, if His humanity were not personally united with the Son of God? How 
could He have no real communion (that is, in deed and truth) with the Most High, but only 

7. So we believe, teach, and confess that Mary conceived and bore not merely a man and 
 is rightly called and 

8. We also believe, teach, and confess that it was not a mere man who suffered, died, was 
buried, descended to hell, rose from the dead, ascended into heaven, and was raised to 

it was a man whose human nature has such 

person with Him. 
. However, He did so according to the attributes of the 

human nature, which He received into the unity of His divine person and made His own. 
He did this so that He might be able to suffer and be our High Priest for our 
reconciliation with God, as it is written 

10. We believe, teach, and confess that the Son of Man really is exalted. He is (in deed and 
truth) exalted according to His human nature 
and power. For He was received into God when He was conceived of the Holy Spirit in 

was personally united with the Son of the 
Highest. 
11. Christ always had this majesty according to the personal union. Yet He abstained from 
using it in the state of His humiliation, and because of this He truly increased in all wisdom 
and favor with God and men. Therefore, He did not always use this majesty, but only when 
it pleased Him. Then, after His resurrection, He entirely laid aside the form of a servant, 
but not the human nature, and was established in the full use, manifestation, and 
declaration of the divine majesty. In this way He entered in
11]. So now not just as God, but also as man He knows all things and can do all things. He 
is present with all creatures, and has under His feet and in His hands everything that is in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, as He Himself testifies [i
authority in heaven and on earth has been gi

ove all the heavens, that He might fill all 
cise His power everywhere. To Him everything 
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Discussing the Text 
108. How would you describe Christ to an inquirer? 
 
 
 
 
109. What are the properties of the divine nature of Christ? How did Christ display His 

divine nature in His ministry? 

110. What are the properties of the human nature of Christ? How did He display His human 
nature? 

 
 
 
 
111. Why do the confessors keep the two natures distinct but united in one person? 
 
 
 
 
112. Describe, as possible, the personal union. How do the analogies of incandescent iron 

(glowing) and body and soul in human beings help to explain this unique union? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
114. Describe the state of humiliation. 
 
 
 
 
115. Describe the state of exaltation. 
 
 
 
 

True God and True Man 
Have any gods of any civilization ever presented themselves as a sacrifice? The one, true 

God loved His people so much that He became flesh in Jesus in order to suffer and die in 
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payment for our sins. We wonder, How can Jesus be both true God and true man? While certain 
parallels help us understand, we live by faith, not by sight. God has told us the truth about 
Himself in the Word; by His grace, we believe. 

The Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration 
The divine and the human nature have this personal union with each other in the person of 
Christ and have the communion resulting from it (in deed and truth). For this reason, there 
is attributed to Christ (according to the flesh) what His flesh, according to its nature and 
essence, cannot be by itself. . . . Therefore, this man only, and no man besides, either in 

two or three are gathered in My name, there 
nd behold, I am with you always, to the end 

We do not understand these testim
us in the Christian Church and congregation, and that such presence does not apply to 
Christ according to His humanity in no way whatever. For in that way Peter, Paul, and all 

 everywhere present, 
also be with us on earth. However, the Holy Scriptures say this only about Christ, and no 
other man. We hold that by these words the majesty of the man Christ is declared. Christ 
has received this majesty, according to His hu
and power. So also, according to His received human nature and with the same, He can be, 
and also is, present where He wants to be. He is present especially in His Church and 
congregation on earth as Mediator, Head, King, and High Priest. This presence is not a 
part, or only one half of Him. esent, to which both natures 
belong, the divine and the human vinity, but also according 
to, and with, His received human nature. He is our Brother [Hebrews 2:17], and we are 
flesh of His flesh and bone of His bone [Genesis 2:23]. He has instituted His Holy Supper 
for the certain assurance and confirmation of this, so that He will be with us, and dwell, 
work, and be effective in us also according to that nature from which He has flesh and 
blood. 
Upon this firm foundation Dr. Luther, of blesse
majesty according to His human nature. 
In the  he writes this about the person of Christ: 

Now, since He [Christ] is a man who is supernaturally one person with God, and 
apart from this man there is no God, it must follow that . . . He is and can be 
wherever God is and that everything is full of Christ through and through, even 

mode, but according to the supernatural, divine mode. Here you must take your 
stand and say that wherever Christ is according to His divinity, He is there as a 
natural, divine person and He is also naturally and personally there, as His 

nclusively. For if He was the Son of 

But if He is present naturally and personally wherever He is, then He must be man 
there, too, since He is not two separate persons but a single person. Wherever this 
person is, it is the single, indivisible pe
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. . . [W]herever you place God for me, you must also place the humanity for me. 
They simply will not let themselves be separated and divided from each other. He 
has become one person and does not separate the humanity from Himself. [LW 

important in your life? His humanity? 
 

 
117. Christ is and can be everywhere that God is. Describe 

in this simple truth. 

 Christ as God? as man? How are both 
good news for sinners? 

 
 
 
 

For You 

Personal Reflection 

offered by this phrase, what are its implications for the believer? 

Family Connection 
splay it in your home. As an alternative, ask a 

young child to draw a picture of Jesus for his or her bedroom. 
ay or conduct devotions. Let it illustrate 

stmas and Easter stories. Then ask them to 
h and His death and resurrection. 

Closing Worship 
). 

O Savior, precious Savior, Whom yet unseen we love; 
O name of might and favor, All other names above: 
We worship You; we bless You; To You alone we sing; 
We praise You and confess You, Our holy Lord and King.  
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O Bringer of salvation, So marvelously wrought, 
Yourself the revelation Of love beyond our thought: 
We worship You; we bless You; To You alone we sing; 
We praise You and confess You, Our holy Lord and King. 
 

Your glory all excelling, 
We worship You; we bless You; To You alone we sing; 
We praise You and confess You, Our holy Lord and King. 

For Next Week 
Read Article 9 of the Formula of Concord (Epitome). 


