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Introduction 
The Story of the Formula of Concord 

Martin Luther died on February 18, 1546. A year later, in the short-lived Smalcald War, 

were not enough for the Lutherans to contend with, they all too quickly fell to squabbling about 
doctrine. How such contentiousness would be handled and which doctrinal viewpoints would be 
affirmed would mark the future of the Church for decades, if not centuries, to come. 

The Formula of Concord, published in 1577, helped the Lutheran Church deal with the 
previous three decades of internal conflicts. So did the publishing, in 1580, of the entire set of 
Lutheran confessional documents in the Book of Concord. Perhaps the Lutheran Church would 
not have survived the sixteenth-century doctrinal wars without the Formula of Concord. This 
study will help us to discover anew how the Formula of Concord helps the Church today with 
theological, doctrinal, and daily life issues. 

Martin Chemnitz and J. Andreae were instrumental in bringing about the desired concord. 
 the spark that finally ignited the fire of 

reconciliation among the divided Lutherans. What was eventually produced was a document in 
thesis/antithesis format signed near Magdeburg on May 29, 1577, by six chosen theologians. 
This document was the so-called Solid Declaration. They also signed a shorter version, known as 
the Epitome. Both are included in the Book of Concord. The Epitome, written by Andreae, was 

God, the Lutherans rallied around the document. 

Using This Study Guide 
Each of the study guides in this series on the Lutheran Confessions has thirteen sessions that 

are divided into four easy-to-use sections. 
Focus

discovered in the session. 
Inform ssions and provides questions that help 

the participant study the text. 
Connect
Vision practical suggestions for taking the theme 

of the lesson out of the classroom and into the world. 
May God bless the study of His truth as we celebrate His grace to us through Jesus, our 

Lord. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we focus again on the rich heritage that is ours as the 
people of God in Christ. 
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Session 7 

The Third Function of the Law 
Article 6 

Law/Gospel Focus 
The Law condemns as it reveals our sin. It has no power to save. But the Law is a gift of 

about what He expects, and obedience to His 
Law would bring us nothing but happiness. In His love, God knew we could not obey Him, so 
He sent Jesus whose perfect obedience and sacrifice on the cross are our righteousness and 
salvation. In Christ alone we find our st

Opening Worship 
Read together these words from 2 Co

Leader: For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 

Participants: 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Leader: But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to 
God and not to us. 

Participants: We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 
despair; 

Leader: Persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 

Participants: Always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 
also be manifested in our bodies.�

Leader: For we who live are always being gi

Participants: So that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 

Different Functions 
In a continuing controversy about the legiti

Church, some early Lutherans, such as Agricola, continued to urge that the Law belonged neither 
in the Church nor in the life of the regenerated child of God. 

While it is true that Luther taught that the Law had no place in our lives as far as 
justification is concerned, he also taught that the Law condemns our sin and guides our 
understanding of what is God-pleasing. Article 6 of the Formula focuses on the Law and its 
functions. 
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81. What functions does Law have in secular society? 

 
 
82. Which do you suppose people need to hear first: the Law or the Gospel? Why? 
 
 
 
 

Three Functions, One Law 
The Formula of Concord: Epitome 

The Law was given to people for three reasons: (1) that by the Law outward discipline 
might be maintained against wild, disobedient people; (2) that people may be led to the 
knowledge of their sins by the Law; and (3) that
flesh still cleaves to them, they might on this account have a fixed rule according to which 
they are to regulate and direct their whole life. A dissension has arisen between a few 
theologians about the third use of the Law, namely, whether it is to be taught to regenerate 
Christians. The one side has said Yes; the other, No. 
1. We believe, teach, and confess that, even though people w

een freed and exempted from the curse and 
coercion of the Law, they are still not without the Law on this account. They have been 

night ([Psalm 1:2]; Psalm 119). Even our first parents before the fall did not live without 

2. We believe, teach, and confess that the preaching of the Law is to be encouraged 
diligently. This applies not only for the unbelieving and impenitent, but also for true 
believers, who are truly converted, regenerate, and justified through faith. 
3. Although believers are regenerate and renewed in the spirit of their mind, in the present 
life this regeneration and renewal is not complete. It is only begun. Believers are, by the 
spirit of their mind, in a constant struggle against the flesh. They struggle constantly 
against the corrupt nature and character, which cleaves to us until death. This old Adam 
still dwells in the understanding, the will, and all the powers of humanity. It is necessary 
that the Law of the Lord always shine before them, so that they may not start evil and self-
created forms of worship from human devotion. The Law of the Lord is also necessary so 
that the old Adam [Romans 6:6] may not use his own will, but may be subdued against his 
will. This happens not only by the warning and threatening of the Law, but also by 
punishments and blows, so that a person may follow and surrender himself as a captive to 
the Spirit. (See 1 Corinthians 9:27; Romans 6:12; Galatians 6:14; Psalm 119; Hebrews 
13:21; 12:1.) 
4. Now, consider the distinction between the works of the Law [Galatians 2:16] and the 
fruit of the Spirit [Galatians 
Law are those that are done according to the Law. They are called works of the Law as 
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long as they are only forced out of a person by teaching the punishment and threatening of 

5. Fruits of the Spirit, however, are the wo
believers. The Spirit works through the regenera
are done by believers because they are regenera
though they knew of no command, threat, or rewar

; Galatians 6:2].) 
nt and impenitent, both to regenerate and 

difference, as far as obedience is concerned, is only in the person. For one who is not yet 
regenerate follows the Law out of constraint and unwillingly does what it requires of him 
(as also the regenerate do according to the flesh). But the believer, so far as he is 
regenerate, acts without constraint and with a willing spirit to do what no threat of the Law 

Discussing the Text 
83. What, in your own words, are th
 
 
 
 
84. How do the confessors affirm the ongoing validity of the Law am

people? 

 
 
 
 
86. Describe the struggle believers have with their sinful nature. 
 
 
 
 
87. What distinction do the confessors make between works of the Law and the fruit of the 

Spirit? 
 
 
 
88. Create scenarios that characterize works of the Law and the fruit of the Spirit. 
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89. Why can the Law, in itself, never produce true righteousness? 

 
 

A Lively Faith 
At first glance, the difference between works of the Law and the fruit of the Spirit appears 

to be abstract, unrelated to our ordinary life. Yet knowing the difference brings joy to Christians 

from a willing spirit are evidence of a lively, healthy faith, freed from slavery to the Law by 
Jesus Christ. 

The Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration 
As far as possible, all misunderstanding should be prevented, and the distinction between 

ould be properly taught and preserved. 
Therefore, this is to be noted with special diligence: when we speak of good works that 

 otherwise they are not good works), then the word Law has 

themselves in their lives. 
The difference, however, is in the works, because there is a difference in the people who 
strive to live according to this Law and will of God. For as long a person is not regenerate 
and guides himself according to the Law, he does the works because they are commanded. 
So from fear of punishment or desire for reward, he is still under the Law. His works are 

by the Law, like the works of slaves. These are 
berated from the Law (i.e., freed from this 

in the Law. Since he is born anew, he does everything from a free, cheerful spirit. These 
works are not properly called 

[Romans 7:23] and the 
such people are no longer under the Law, but 

under grace, as St. Paul says in Romans 8:2. 
Believers are not completely renewed in this world. The old Adam clings to them right up 
to the grave. Therefore, the struggle between the spirit and the flesh remains in them. They 

r man [Romans 7:22], but the law in their 
members struggles against the law in their mind. Therefore, they are never without the 
Law. Nevertheless, they are not under [Romans 6:14], but in the Law. They live and walk 
in the Law of the Lord, and yet do nothing in the Law because of force. 
As far as the old Adam is concerned, which still clings to them, he must be driven not only 
by the Law, but also by punishments. Nevertheless, he does everything against his will and 
under coercion, no less than the godless are dr
threats (1 Corinthians 9:
The doctrine of the Law is also necessary in
Otherwise, a person can easily imagine that his work and life are entirely pure and perfect. 
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s in this way: it shows and indicates at 
the same time, as in a mirror, that in this life works are still imperfect and impure in us. . . . 
Although in this life the good works of believers are imperfect and impure because of sin 
in the flesh, nevertheless they are acceptable and well pleasing to God. However, the Law 
does not teach how and why the good works of believers are acceptable. It demands a 
completely perfect, pure obedience if it is to please God. But the Gospel teaches how and 
why our spiritual offerings are acceptable to 
2:5; Hebrews 11:4; 13:5). In this way Christians are not under the Law, but under grace 
(Romans 6:14). For by faith in Christ the persons are free
condemnation. Their good works, although they are still imperfect and impure, are 
acceptable to God through Christ. Because, in so far as they have been born anew 
according to the inner man, they do what is pleasing to God. They act not by coercion of 
the Law, but by the renewing of the Holy Spirit, voluntarily and spontaneously from their 
hearts. However, they still have a constant 

90. In regard to good works, describe what is meant by the phrase 
 
 
 
 

 change the Christia
works? 

92. In the light of Romans 12: you have in offering yourself 
as a living sacrifice. 

Well Done! 
Personal Reflection 

 week? Which were routine and which were 
new? What prompted you to do those good things? 

e previous week? Why or why not? In what 
ways is that good or bad? 

spiritual danger through your good works? 

Family Connection 
uss what you can expect to grow. Let the grown 

plants remind you that from the seeds of faith grow the fruit of the Spirit. 
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self-control. List some situations that you 
encounter every day; invite family members to say how they can express the fruit of the 
Spirit in words and actions. 

your family choose a card and recall how other family members or Christian acquaintances 
demonstrated that fruit. Then identify how you demonstrated it, thanking God for making 
you a fruitful person. 

Closing Worship 
LSB LW

Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
 To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
 To know and do His will! 
 
Order my footsteps by Thy Word 
 And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
 But keep my conscience clear. 
 
Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 
 A stricter watch to keep; 

 

Nor let my head or heart or hands 
 Offend against my God. 

For Next Week 

Read Article 7 of the Formula of Concord (Epitome). 


