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Session 6 

Law and Gospel 
Article 5 

Law/Gospel Focus 
In His Word, God speaks His Law and His Gospel. By nature, we c

and grace; we fail to distinguish between what God demands of us and what He has done for us 
in Christ. We are forgiven in Jesus, and the Spirit leaves us with the comfort and hope of the 
Gospel of eternal life and salvation. 

Opening Worship 
Read together these words from 2 Co

Leader: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God 
of all comfort, 

Participants: Who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those 
who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by 
God. 

Leader: fferings, so through Christ we share abundantly 
in comfort too. 

Participants: If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation;
Leader: And if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you 

patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 
Participants: Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our 

sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. 

In the Correct Sense 
According to John Agricola, a colleague of both Luther and Melanchthon, the Law had little 

. Although Luther was able to get Agricola to 
moderate his views, this was no longer possibl
that the preaching of the Gospel could include urging contrition, as well as a condemnation of 

 its widest sense, which Scripture itself 
supports. Melanchthon never believed that repentance was the work of the Gospel. Instead, he 
rightly taught that it was the function of the Law to bring forth repentance. 

To help pastors and laypeople distinguish between Law and Gospel, the confessors 
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68. Give several examples of Law from the Bible. 

 
 
69. Give several examples of Gospel from the Bible. 
 
 
 
 
70. In what ways is it difficult to distinguish Law and Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

A Particularly Brilliant Light 
The Formula of Concord: Epitome 

Is the preaching of the Holy Gospel properly not just a preaching of grace (which 
announces the forgiveness of sins) but also a preaching of repentance and reproof 
(rebuking unbelief, which some people say is not rebuked in the Law but only through the 
Gospel)? 
1. We believe, teach, and confess that the distinction between the Law and the Gospel is to 
be kept in the Church with great diligence as a particularly brilliant light. By this 

[2 Timothy 2:15]. 
2. We believe, teach, and confess that the Law is properly a divine doctrine [Romans 7:12]. 
It teaches what is right and pleasing to God, and it rebukes everything that is sin and 

3. For this reason, then, everything that rebukes sin is, and belongs to, the preaching of the 
Law. 
4. But the Gospel is properly the kind of teaching that shows what a person who has not 
kept the Law (and therefore is condemned by it) is to believe. It teaches that Christ has 
paid for and made satisfaction for all sins [Romans 5:9]. Christ has gained and acquired for 

forgiveness of sins, righteousness that 
avails before God, and eternal life [Romans 5:10]. 
5. The term Gospel
why this disagreement originally arose. Therefore, we believe, teach, and confess that if 
the term Gospel e teaching that He proposed in His 
ministry, as His apostles did also (this is how it is used in Mark 1:15; Acts 20:21), then it is 
correctly said and written that the Gospel is a preaching of repentance and of the 
forgiveness of sins. 
6. The Law and the Gospel are also contrasted with each other. Likewise also, Moses 
himself as a teacher of the Law and Christ as a preacher of the Gospel are contrasted with 
each other [John 1:17]. In these cases we believe, teach, and confess that the Gospel is not 
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a preaching of repentance or rebuke. But it is properly nothing other than a preaching of 
consolation and a joyful message that does not rebuke or terrify. The Gospel comforts 
consciences against the terrors of the Law, point

il hangs [2 Corinthian
eyes of all people as long as they hear the bare preaching of the Law, and nothing about 
Christ. Therefore, they do not learn from the Law to see their sins correctly. They either 

Pharisees [Matthew 23], or they despair like Judas [Matthew
takes the Law into His hands and explains it spiritually (Matthew

en against all sinners [Romans 1:18], so that 
they see how great it is. In this way they are directed back to the Law, and then they first 
learn from it to know their sins correctl
forced out of them. 
According to this, the preaching of the suffering and death of Christ, the Son of God, is a 
serious and terrifying proclamation and declar

 removed from them. 
Then they understand correctly for the first time what great things God requires of us in 
His Law, none of which we can keep. Therefore, they know we are to seek all our 
righteousness in Christ. 
8. Yet as long as all this (nam
terrifies a person, it is still not properly the preaching of the Gospel. It remains the 
preaching of Moses and the Law, and it is, therefore, an alien work of Christ. Passing 
through this teaching, Christ arrives at His proper office, that is, to preach grace, console, 
and give life, which is properly the pr

Discussing the Text 
71. Why did the confessors label the subject of
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74. What is the Gospel? Describe what the Gospel does for human beings. 

 
 
75. How are Law and Gospel different? Why is it important to keep this vast difference? 
 
 
 
 
76. What often results when we mix the Law with the Gospel? 
 
 
 
 
77. Are there any situations where we could proclaim the Law without proclaiming the 

Gospel and vice versa? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 

Christ Died for Us 
All people need to know their sinful nature and the consequences of sin; this knowledge, in 

ion is shown in the unconditional love of Christ. 
hows His love for us in that while we were 

. Paul confessed both Law and Gospel when he 
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremo are free and blessed to 

The Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration 
We unanimously believe, teach, and confess that the Law is properly a divine doctrine in 

revealed. It shows what the quality of a 
person should be in his nature, thoughts, words, and works, in order that he may be 
pleasing and acceptable to God. It also threatens its transgre
temporal and eternal punishments. . . . 
Yet it is properly the Gospel alone that teaches about saving faith in Christ. Now, a person 

s transgressed it when his corrupt nature, thoughts, words, 
and works fight against it. Therefore, he death, all temporal 
calamities, and the punishment of hellfire. The Gospel is properly a doctrine that teaches 
what a person should believe, so that he receives forgiveness of sins with God. In other 

Christ, has taken upon Himself and borne the 
our sins. Through Him alone we again enter 

into favor with God, receive forgiveness of sins through faith and are delivered from death 
and all the punishments of sins, and are eternally saved. 
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vor and grace to transgressors of the Law, is, 
and is properly called, the Gospel. It is a good and joyful message that God will not punish 

Every penitent sinner ought to believe (i.e., place his confidence) in the Lord Christ alone. 

n who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the 

righteousness and sanctification and redempti 30). His obedience is 
credited to us for righteousness be
These two doctrines, we believe and confess, 
Church forever, even to the end of the world. They must be taught with the proper 
distinction of which we have heard: (a) through the preaching of the Law and its threats in 
the ministry of the New Testament the hearts of impenitent people may be terrified, and (b) 
they may be brought to a knowledge of their sins and to repentance. This must not be done 
in such a way that they lose heart and despai
guardian until Christ came, in order that we 
so the Law points and leads us not fr  
(Romans 10:4). People must be comforted and strengthened again by the preaching of the 
Holy Gospel about Christ, our Lord. In other words, to those who believe the Gospel, God 
forgives all their sins through Christ, adopts them as children for His sake, and out of pure 

es and saves them. However, He does not 

[Romans 6:1]. Paul thoroughly and forcefully shows this in the distinction between the 

The doctrines of the Law and the Gospel may not be mixed and confused with each other. 
What belongs to the one may not be applied to 
and benefits are easily hidden and the Gospel is again turned into a doctrine of the Law, as 
happened in the papacy. For then Christians are deprived of the true comfort they have in 

papacy. Therefore, the true and proper distinction between the Law and the Gospel must be 
taught and preserved with all diligence. Whatever causes confusion between the Law and 
the Gospel should be diligently prevented (i.e., by which the two doctrines, Law and 
Gospel, may be confused and mixed in

78. How would you explain the difference between Law and Gospel to an inquirer? 
 
 
 
 
 

 to quit your habitual cursing, swearing, and 
The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel 

[CPH, 1929], p. 81). Explain how this statement is true. 
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., place his confidence) in the Lord Christ 
 faith anchor your daily life? 

 
 
 

The True Treasure 
Personal Reflection 

ed your sin? How has 
the Gospel comforted you? 

 of the church is the 

 believed you could meet the demands of the 
Law? What would happen to you if you felt God wa
ignorant of it? 

Family Connection 

Analyze the spiritual value of the program based on the presentation of Law and Gospel. 
e School materials your children bring home. 

Ask them to find the words or pictures that show their need for Jesus. Also, ask them to find 
words or pictures that show Jesus as their Friend and Savior. 

mily disputes and disciplinary situations with the same Gospel 
God left for all sinners. Think about it now. Plan your grace and Gospel words in the name of 
Jesus. 

Closing Worship 
LSB LW

My hope is built on nothing less 

No merit of my own I claim 

 
Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
 
When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 

My anchor holds within the veil. 
Refrain 
His oath, His covenant and blood 
Support me in the raging flood; 
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he then is all my hope and stay. 
Refrain 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Redeemed to stand before His throne. 
Refrain 

For Next Week 
Read Article 6 of the Formula of Concord (Epitome). 


