


Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 
  

4

Introduction 
The Story of the Formula of Concord 

Martin Luther died on February 18, 1546. A year later, in the short-lived Smalcald War, 

were not enough for the Lutherans to contend with, they all too quickly fell to squabbling about 
doctrine. How such contentiousness would be handled and which doctrinal viewpoints would be 
affirmed would mark the future of the Church for decades, if not centuries, to come. 

The Formula of Concord, published in 1577, helped the Lutheran Church deal with the 
previous three decades of internal conflicts. So did the publishing, in 1580, of the entire set of 
Lutheran confessional documents in the Book of Concord. Perhaps the Lutheran Church would 
not have survived the sixteenth-century doctrinal wars without the Formula of Concord. This 
study will help us to discover anew how the Formula of Concord helps the Church today with 
theological, doctrinal, and daily life issues. 

Martin Chemnitz and J. Andreae were instrumental in bringing about the desired concord. 
 the spark that finally ignited the fire of 

reconciliation among the divided Lutherans. What was eventually produced was a document in 
thesis/antithesis format signed near Magdeburg on May 29, 1577, by six chosen theologians. 
This document was the so-called Solid Declaration. They also signed a shorter version, known as 
the Epitome. Both are included in the Book of Concord. The Epitome, written by Andreae, was 

God, the Lutherans rallied around the document. 

Using This Study Guide 
Each of the study guides in this series on the Lutheran Confessions has thirteen sessions that 

are divided into four easy-to-use sections. 
Focus

discovered in the session. 
Inform ssions and provides questions that help 

the participant study the text. 
Connect
Vision practical suggestions for taking the theme 

of the lesson out of the classroom and into the world. 
May God bless the study of His truth as we celebrate His grace to us through Jesus, our 

Lord. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we focus again on the rich heritage that is ours as the 
people of God in Christ. 
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Session 5 

Good Works 
Article 4 

Law/Gospel Focus 
We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, not by works. Yet faith without works 

is dead. Because of sin, we desire to be justified by what we do, or we resist the work of the Holy 
Spirit to renew and conform us to the image of Christ. Yet forgiven in our Baptism and restored 

ened to serve the Savior and one another. 

Opening Worship 
Read together these words from 1 Cori

Leader: Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does 
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 

Participants: It does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Leader: Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; 
as for knowledge, it will pass away. 

Participants: For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the 
partial will pass away. 

Leader: When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 
When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 

Participants: For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; 
then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 

Leader: So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 

Participants: But the greatest of these is love. 

Faith and Works 
Controversy in the Lutheran Church concerning the role of good works in the Christian life 

was severe. Both John Major, who would become president of Wittenburg University after 

 incautious attempt to counter such language, Nicholas Amsdorf 
suggested that good works were actually injurious to salvation! John Agricola suggested that 
good works should not be spoken of at all and that the Law had no further place in the life of the 
Christian. To resolve these questions, Article 4 
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54. For what reasons might someone claim the necessity of good works for salvation? 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Fruit of Faith 
The Formula of Concord: Epitome 

For the thorough statement and decision of this controversy, our doctrine, faith, and 
confession is as follows: 
1. Good works certainly and without doubt follo  not a dead, but a 

s on a good tree [Matthew 7:17]. 
2. We believe, teach, and confess that good works should be entirely excluded from the 
question about salvation, just as they are excluded from the article of justification before God. 
The apostle testifies with clear words when he wr  David also speaks of 
the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 
man against whom the Lord will 
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast
3. We also believe, teach, and confess that all people, but especially those who are born 
again and renewed by the Holy Spirit, are obligated to do good works [Ephesians 2:10]. 
4. In this sense the words necessary, shall, and must are used correctly and in a Christian 
way to describe the regenerate, and are in no way contrary to the form of sound words and 
speech. 
5. Nevertheless, if the words mentioned (i.e., necessity and necessary) are used when 
talking about regenerate people, then 
understood. For the truly believing, so far as they are regenerate, do not offer obedience 
from coercion or the driving of the Law, but from a voluntary spirit. For they are no more 
under the Law, but under grace (Romans 6:14; 7:6; 8:14). 
6. We also believe, teach, and confess that wh

understood as though it were an option for the 
regenerate person to do or not to do good when he wants, as though a person can still retain 
faith if he intentionally pers
7. This is not to be understood in any other way than as the Lord Christ and His apostles 
themselves declare. In other words, the free spirit does not obey from fear of punishment, 
like a servant, but from love of righteousness, like children (Romans 8:15). 

is not perfect. It is 
burdened with great weakness, 
Galatians 5:17. 
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9. Nevertheless, for the sake of the Lord Christ, the Lord does not charge this weakness to 
His elect, as it is written, mnation for those who are in 

10. We believe, teach, and confess also that works do not maintain faith and salvation in 
ough faith. Good works are evidences of His 

presence and indwelling [Rom

Discussing the Text 
56. Summarize our teaching about good works in the life of the Christian. 
 
 
 

57. What false assumptions and teachings does Article 4 address? 
 
 
 
 
58. Describe a genuine, living faith. 
 
 
 
 
59. In what sense are all Law
 
 
 
 
60. In what sense are Gospel
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
62. Describe the difference between a response under slavery and as a beloved child. 
 
 
 
 
63. How do the confessors anchor good works in faith and the Holy Spirit? 
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Mother and Source 
Christians come to faith by the Word working through the power of the Holy Spirit. We 

need not and cannot do anything 
blossom with good works because God has been so good to us. We rejoice in His mercy in Christ 
and seek to do His will. 

The Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration 
First, there is no controversy among our theologians about the following points in this 

nd that believers should walk in good works. 
Truly good works are not those that everyone does himself from a good intention, or which 
are done according to human traditions, but those that God Himself has prescribed and 
commanded in His Word. Also, truly good works are done not by our own natural powers, 
but in this way: when a person is reconciled with God through faith and renewed by the 
Holy Spirit. Or, as Paul says, a person is
[Ephesians 2:10]. . . . 
Faith must be the mother and source of works that are truly good and well pleasing to God, 
which God will reward in this world and in the world to come. This is why St. Paul calls 
them true fruit of faith, also fruit of the 

Faith, however, is a divine work in us that changes us and makes us to be born anew of 
nd makes us altogether different men, in 

heart and spirit and mind and powers; it brings with it the Holy Spirit. O, it is a living, 
busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. It is impossible for it not to be doing good works 
incessantly. It does not ask whether good works are to be done, but before the question 
is asked, it has already done them, and is constantly doing them. Whoever does not do 
such works, however, is an unbeliever. He gropes and looks around for faith and good 
works, but knows neither what faith is nor what good works are. Yet he talks and talks, 
with many words, about faith and good works. 
Faith is a living, daring confiden d certain that the believer 
would stake his life on it a thousand times. 
grace makes men glad and bold and happy in dealing with God and all creatures. And 
this is the work that the Holy Spirit performs in faith. Because of it, without 
compulsion, a person is ready and glad to do good to everyone, to serve everyone, to 
suffer everything, out of love and praise to God, who has shown him this grace. Thus it 
is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate heat and 
light from fire. [LW 35:
64. In what ways are you thankful that God calls, strengthens, and equips you to do good 

works? 
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66. Why is it important to rely  rather than on our human 
opinions and ideas? 

67. How can those who do good works remain humble about their deeds? 

A Grateful Response 
Personal Reflection 

s than receiving them. Who has done godly good 
works for you? What happens when others do good for you? 

ort you and bring you joy. Look them up. Do the 
verses preceding or following your favorite passages suggest good works in response to 

lly can you do in response to your favorite passages? 

Family Connection 
work together on behalf of the poor. 

months. Take a weekly or daily collection to 
make a monetary gift. (Monetary gifts need not be large.) Pray for the mission and the 
missionaries. Write to them. Ask your pastor to suggest appropriate missions, or adopt a local 
one. 

Consider regular cleaning of an area near your 
home or apartment. Bake brownies for the local fire department or pray for police officers. 
Plan what you will say when others thank you for your service. 

Closing Worship 
LSB LW

God of grace and God of glory, 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
 For the facing of this hour, 
 For the facing of this hour. 
 

 Bend our pride to Your control; 
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
 Rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
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Save us from weak resignation 
 To the evils we deplore; 
Let the gift of Your salvation 
 Be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 Serving You whom we adore, 
 Serving You whom we adore. 

For Next Week 
Read Article 5 of the Formula of Concord (Epitome). 


