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Introduction 
The Story of the Formula of Concord 

Martin Luther died on February 18, 1546. A year later, in the short-lived Smalcald War, 

were not enough for the Lutherans to contend with, they all too quickly fell to squabbling about 
doctrine. How such contentiousness would be handled and which doctrinal viewpoints would be 
affirmed would mark the future of the Church for decades, if not centuries, to come. 

The Formula of Concord, published in 1577, helped the Lutheran Church deal with the 
previous three decades of internal conflicts. So did the publishing, in 1580, of the entire set of 
Lutheran confessional documents in the Book of Concord. Perhaps the Lutheran Church would 
not have survived the sixteenth-century doctrinal wars without the Formula of Concord. This 
study will help us to discover anew how the Formula of Concord helps the Church today with 
theological, doctrinal, and daily life issues. 

Martin Chemnitz and J. Andreae were instrumental in bringing about the desired concord. 
 the spark that finally ignited the fire of 

reconciliation among the divided Lutherans. What was eventually produced was a document in 
thesis/antithesis format signed near Magdeburg on May 29, 1577, by six chosen theologians. 
This document was the so-called Solid Declaration. They also signed a shorter version, known as 
the Epitome. Both are included in the Book of Concord. The Epitome, written by Andreae, was 

God, the Lutherans rallied around the document. 

Using This Study Guide 
Each of the study guides in this series on the Lutheran Confessions has thirteen sessions that 

are divided into four easy-to-use sections. 
Focus

discovered in the session. 
Inform ssions and provides questions that help 

the participant study the text. 
Connect
Vision practical suggestions for taking the theme 

of the lesson out of the classroom and into the world. 
May God bless the study of His truth as we celebrate His grace to us through Jesus, our 

Lord. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we focus again on the rich heritage that is ours as the 
people of God in Christ. 
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Session 4 

The Righteousness of Faith before God 
Article 3 

Law/Gospel Focus 
All people, sinful from birth, are justified before God and saved solely in Christ, so that 

Christ alone is our righteousness. Without Christ as our righteousness each of us stands before 
(SC II Second Article). 

through faith, we receive the blessings of His saving work: forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

Opening Worship 
Read together these words from 1 Co

Leader: What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord 
assigned to each. 

Participants: I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 
Leader: So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 

growth. 
Participants: He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages 

according to his labor. 
Leader:
Participants: According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid 

a foundation, and someone else is building upon it.� 
Leader: Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 
Participants: For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus 

Christ. 

Cause and Effect 
tral article in faith of the Christian Church. 

s disagreed among themselves on this issue. 
The trouble began when Andrew Osiander began to teach that our righteousness before God 

does not come from being pronounced righ-teous, but by becoming righteous gradually, 
progressively, through the indwelling of the Son of God in us by faith. 

Both Melanchthon and Flacius opposed Osiande tly perceived that 
Osiander was making the effect of justification into its cause. 
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Others added to the problem by teaching that it was only the human nature of Christ, not the 
divine, that was involved in acquiring our redemption. Article 3 of the Epitome of the Formula of 

 
 
 
 
43. What problems do you see with the idea that we become righteous gradually before 

God? 
 
 
 
 

Saved through Faith Alone 

The Formula of Concord: Epitome 

meaning of the Augsburg Confession, that we poor sinners are justified before God and 
saved alone through faith in Christ. Christ alone is our Righteousness, who is true God and 
man, because in Him the divine and human natures are personally united with each other 
(Jeremiah 23:6; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2 Corinthians 5:21). The question has arisen: 

1. Against both the errors just mentioned, we unanimously believe, teach, and confess that 
Christ is our Righteousness [1 Corinthians 1:30] neither according to His divine nature 
alone nor according to His human nature alone. But it is the entire Christ who is our 
Righteousness according to both natures. In His obedience alone, which as God and man 
He offered to the Father even to His death [Philippians 2:8], He merited for us the 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life. For it is 
the many were made sinners, so by the one

2. We believe, teach, and confess what our righteousness before God is this: God forgives 
our sins out of pure grace, without any work, merit, or worthiness of ours preceding, 
present, or following. He presents and credits to us the righteousness of 

ss, we are received into grace by God and 
regarded as righteous. 
3. We believe, teach, and confess that faith alone is the means and instrument through 
which we lay hold of Christ. So in Christ we lay hold of that righteousness that benefits us 
before God [Romans 1:17], for whose sake this faith is credited to us for righteousness 
(Romans 4:5). 
4. We believe, teach, and confess that this faith is not a bare knowledge 

ft we come to the right knowledge of Christ 
as our Redeemer in the Word of the Gospel. And we trust in Him that for the sake of His 

ss of sins and are regarded as holy and 
righteous before God the Father and are eternally saved. 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 
  

24

5. We believe, teach, and confess that according to the usage of Holy Scripture the word 
justify is, to declare free from

who condemns the righteous are both alike an 
abomination to the LORD

At times the words regeneration and renewal of life (regeneratio and vivificatio) are used 
in place of justify, as in the Apology. This is done with the same meaning. But, in other 
places, the renewal of a person is understood by these terms and is distinguished from 
justification through faith. 
6. We believe, teach, and confess that many weaknesses and defects cling to the true 
believers and truly regenerate, even up to the day they are buried [1 John 1:8]. Still, they 
must not on that account doubt either their righteousness, which has been credited to them 
through faith, or the salvation of their souls. They

gracious God. 
7. We believe, teach, and confess that it is necessary to teach with special diligence the 
particulae exclusivae for the preservation of the pure doctrine about the righteousness of 
faith before God. We mean the exclusive particles, that is, the following words of the holy 

ly separated from our works and the honor is 
given to Christ alone. For the holy apostl

rds together mean that we 
are justified and saved through faith alone in Christ [Ephesians 2:8; Romans 1:17; 3:24; 

8. We believe, teach, and confess that the contrition that comes before justification, and the 
good works that follow it, do not belong to the article of justification before God. Yet one 
is not to imagine a kind of faith that can exist and abide with, and alongside of, a wicked 
intention to sin and to act against the conscience. But after man has been justified through 
faith, then a true living faith works by love (Galatians 5:6). Good works always follow 

 it is true and living faith [James 2:26]. 
Faith is never alone, but always has love and hope with it [1 Corinthians 13:13]. (FC Ep III 

Discussing the Text 
44. Summarize the central doctrine of our faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
45. Describe the two natures of Christ. How are both natures involved in His saving work? 
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46. In what ways do the confessors exclude all human effort or works from salvation? 

 
 

e means and instrument through which we lay 

 
 
 
 
48. How is faith rooted in knowledge? How is faith more than knowledge? 
 
 
 
 
49. Define justify. What words and illustrations help you to understand justification by grace 

through faith? 

50. Why is the distinction between being declared righteous and becoming righteous

The concept of justification and righteousness, as the confessors understood it, does not 
make sense to some people. They struggle with the paradox that while we are righteous before 

with some very unrighteous thoughts and deeds. 
have justified us completely. The key to understanding this lies 

s Word as revealed in Holy Scripture. 

The Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration 
In our churches it is acknowledged among the theologians of the Augsburg Confession that 
all our righteousness is to be sought outside the merits, works, virtues, and worthiness of 
ourselves and of all people. Our righteousness rests alone on Christ the Lord. Therefore, 
how Christ is called our Righteousness in this matter of justification must be carefully 
considered. I mean, that our righteousness rests not on one or the other nature in Christ, but 

on, who as God and man is our Righteousness in His only, entire, 
and complete obedience. 
Even if Christ had been conceived and born without sin by the Holy Spirit and had fulfilled 
all righteousness in His human nature alone, and yet had not been true and eternal God, 
this obedience and suffering of His human nature could not be credited to us for 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 
  

26

me man, the divine nature alone could not 
be our righteousness. Therefore, we believe, teach, and confess that the entire obedience of 

d to the Father for us, even to His most 
humiliating death on the cross) is credited to us for righteousness. For the human nature 
alone, without the divine, could not by obedience or suffering make satisfaction to eternal, 
almighty God for the sins of all the world. However, the divinity alone, without the 
humanity, could not mediate between God and us. 
As mentioned above, the obedience not only of one nature, but of the entire person, is a 
complete satisfaction and atonement for the hum
unchangeable righteousness, revealed in the Law, has been satisfied. So our righteousness 
benefits us before God and is revealed in the Gospel. Faith relies on this before God, which 
God credits to faith, as it is written in Romans 5:19: 

obedience the many will be made righteous. 
The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1:7) 
The righteous shall live by his faith. (Habakkuk 2:4; [see also Romans 1:17]) (FC SD 

51. In what ways does faith in Christ, our fully divine and fully human Savior, strengthen 
you to live today? 

 
 
 
 

complete satisfaction and atonement for the human 

 
 
 
 
53. How does a proper understanding of justification bring comf

people? 
 
 
 
 

The Righteousness of Christ 

Personal Reflection 
 if you lived 100 per

righteousness alone saves you? 
ouragement you receive from knowing that when 

the Gospel is preached, the Holy Spirit is working faith in your heart and in the hearts of His 
people, the Church. 

His life would have been evidence of His true 
human nature? His true divine nature? 
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Family Connection 
nd an Easter picture. Discuss why both events were necessary 

to save us. 
oss (hand drawn is okay) in with the tools. Ask 

children how each tool can be used both to destroy and to build. Ask how God used the cross 
both to destroy and to build. 

mily member. Give the gifts, attaching to them no significant 
day or event. When recipients ask why they rece

Closing Worship 
LSB 566:1, 3, 6; LW

 My soul, believe and doubt it not. 
Why stagger at this word of promise? 
 Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
No! Then this word must true remain: 
By grace you too will life obtain. 
 

 Came down to earth to bear our sin. 
Was it because of your own merit 
 That Jesus died your soul to win? 
No, it was grace, and grace alone, 

 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

For Next Week 
Read Article 4 of the Formula of Concord (Epitome). 


