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Introduction 
The Story of the Formula of Concord 

Martin Luther died on February 18, 1546. A year later, in the short-lived Smalcald War, 

were not enough for the Lutherans to contend with, they all too quickly fell to squabbling about 
doctrine. How such contentiousness would be handled and which doctrinal viewpoints would be 
affirmed would mark the future of the Church for decades, if not centuries, to come. 

The Formula of Concord, published in 1577, helped the Lutheran Church deal with the 
previous three decades of internal conflicts. So did the publishing, in 1580, of the entire set of 
Lutheran confessional documents in the Book of Concord. Perhaps the Lutheran Church would 
not have survived the sixteenth-century doctrinal wars without the Formula of Concord. This 
study will help us to discover anew how the Formula of Concord helps the Church today with 
theological, doctrinal, and daily life issues. 

Martin Chemnitz and J. Andreae were instrumental in bringing about the desired concord. 
 the spark that finally ignited the fire of 

reconciliation among the divided Lutherans. What was eventually produced was a document in 
thesis/antithesis format signed near Magdeburg on May 29, 1577, by six chosen theologians. 
This document was the so-called Solid Declaration. They also signed a shorter version, known as 
the Epitome. Both are included in the Book of Concord. The Epitome, written by Andreae, was 

God, the Lutherans rallied around the document. 

Using This Study Guide 
Each of the study guides in this series on the Lutheran Confessions has thirteen sessions that 

are divided into four easy-to-use sections. 
Focus

discovered in the session. 
Inform ssions and provides questions that help 

the participant study the text. 
Connect
Vision practical suggestions for taking the theme 

of the lesson out of the classroom and into the world. 
May God bless the study of His truth as we celebrate His grace to us through Jesus, our 

Lord. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we focus again on the rich heritage that is ours as the 
people of God in Christ. 
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Session 3 

Free Will 
Article 2 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Unregenerated men and women are sinners and enemies of God. The Holy Spirit alone 

brings forgiveness and new life through the Gosp
be: saints, alive, by grace alone in Jesus Christ. 

Opening Worship 
Read together these words from 1 Cori

Leader: Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or 
of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 

Participants: But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before 
the ages for our glory. 

Leader: None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory. 

Participants: s seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of 
�

Leader: These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. 

Participants: Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 

Decisions, Decisions 
Do we choose to believe in Christ? After Lu

The issue remains today. A brother or sister in Christ asserts, 

controversy squarely in Article 2. 
29. In what ways is freedom cherished by people of the world? 
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Complete Blindness 
The Formula of Concord: Epitome 

The will of mankind is found in four different states: (a) before the fall; (b) since the fall; 
(c) after regeneration; and (d) after the resurrection of the body. The chief question in this 
article is only about the will and ability of mankind in the second state. That is, what 
powers in spiritual matters does a person have after the fall of our first parents and before 
regeneration? Can a person by 

ough the Holy Spirit in the Word and holy 

1. This is our teaching, faith, and confession on this subject: in spiritual matters the 
understanding and reason of ma ind and by their own powers 
understand nothing, as it is written in 1 Cori
accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to 

2. Likewise, we believe, teach, and confess that the unregenerate will of mankind is not 
only turned away from God, but also ha
inclination and desire for that which is evil and contrary to God, as it is written in Genesis 

that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, 
 to bodily, earthly life, so a person who by 

sin is spiritually dead cannot raise himself to spiritual life. For it is written in Ephesians 

at we are sufficient in ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from us, but 
3. God the Holy Spirit, however, does not bring about conversion without means. For this 
purpose He uses the preaching and hearing of 

God for salvation to everyone 
ing through the word 

(Psalm 95:8). With this Word the Holy Spirit is present and opens hearts, so that people 
(like Lydia in Acts 16:14) pay attention to it and are converted only through the Holy 

rk of converting a person. For without His 
grace, and if He does not grant the increase, our willing and running, our planting, sowing, 
and watering (1 Corinthians 

words the Spirit denies free will its powers 
 order that no one may boast before God  

(1 Corinthians 1:29; [2 Corinthians 
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Discussing the Text 
31. Describe our condition apart from
 
 
 
 
32. What evidence do you see today that, by nature, people are opposed to God? 

 
 
 
33. How does the analogy of the corpse help to picture unregenerated humankind? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

15:5). 
 
 

36. In what ways could free will in spiritual matters open the door to boasting? 
 
 
 
 
37. Why did the confessors deny all power to the human will in spiritual matters? 
 
 
 
 

God Does the Work 
Human beings cannot believe in Jesus by our own strength or mental activity. We rightfully 

attribute our entire conversion to the Holy Spirit, who has called us by the Gospel and who 
continues to sanctify us. 

The Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration 
In order to explain this controversy in a Ch
Word, and to decide it by His grace, our doctrine, faith, and confession are as follows: 
In spiritual and divine things the unregenerate
unable, by his natural powers, to understand, believe, accept, think, will, begin, effect, do, 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 
  

20

work, or concur in working anything. They are entirely dead to what is good [Ephesians 
 since the fall, before regeneration, there is 

not the least spark of spiritual power remaining or present. No person can prepare himself 
ace God offers. A person is not capable of grace for and of 

himself. He cannot apply or accommodate himself to it. By his own powers he is not able 
to aid, do, work, or agree in working anything toward his conversion. He cannot do this 

 even in the smallest or mo
 by whom he is moved (Ephesians 2:2;  

2 Timothy 2:26). Therefore, the natural free will according to its perverted disposition and 
nature is strong and active only to do what is displeasing and contrary to God [Genesis 
6:5]. 
The Scriptures deny to the intellect, heart, and will of the natural man all readiness, skill, 
capacity, and ability to think, to understand, to be able to do, to begin, to will, to undertake, 
to act, to work, or to agree to work anything good and right in spiritual things from 
himself. 

Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our 
sufficiency is from God. (2 Corinthians 3:5) 
Together they have become worthless. (Romans 3:12) 
My word finds no place in you. (John 8:37) 
The darkness has not overcome it [the light]. (John 1:5) 

e Greek word properly signifies, grasps not, 
comprehends not, accepts not] the things of the 
means he is not capable of spiritual things. For they are foolishness to him; neither can he 
know them. Much less will he truly believe the Gospel or agree with it and regard it as 
truth. 

For the mind that is set on the flesh [or the mind of the natural man] is hostile to 
w; indeed, it cannot. (Romans 8:7) 

who works in you, both to will and to work for His good 

To all godly Christians who feel and experience in their hearts a small spark or longing for 
divine grace and eternal salvation this precious passage is very comforting. For they know 
that God has kindled in their hearts this beginning of true godliness. He will further 
strengthen and help them in their great weakness to persevere in true faith unto the end [1 
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ginning of true godliness. He will further 
strengthen and help them ing God is at work today in your 
life? 

Faith First, Then Faithfulness 
Personal Reflection 

th sinfulness and your faith? 

Family Connection 
mains a necessary nutrient of your active faith. 

Plan regular family devotions. Use resources that are appropriate for the younger members of 
your family. Ask your pastor to recommend family devotional material. 

ion, you can strive to serve Christ after you 
come to faith. What can you do to serve the Lord within worship? within your home? with 
neighbors? at work or school? 

Closing Worship 
LSB LW

Holy Spirit, light divine, 
Dawn upon this heart of mine; 
Let Your word dispel the night, 
Wake my spirit, clear my sight. 

Cleanse this guilty heart of mine; 
In Thy mercy pity me, 

Holy Spirit, joy divine, 
Cheer this saddened heart of mine; 
Yield a sacred, settled peace, 
Let it grow and still increase. 

For Next Week 
Read Article 3 of the Formula of Concord (Epitome). 


