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Introduction 
The Story of the Formula of Concord 

Martin Luther died on February 18, 1546. A year later, in the short-lived Smalcald War, 

were not enough for the Lutherans to contend with, they all too quickly fell to squabbling about 
doctrine. How such contentiousness would be handled and which doctrinal viewpoints would be 
affirmed would mark the future of the Church for decades, if not centuries, to come. 

The Formula of Concord, published in 1577, helped the Lutheran Church deal with the 
previous three decades of internal conflicts. So did the publishing, in 1580, of the entire set of 
Lutheran confessional documents in the Book of Concord. Perhaps the Lutheran Church would 
not have survived the sixteenth-century doctrinal wars without the Formula of Concord. This 
study will help us to discover anew how the Formula of Concord helps the Church today with 
theological, doctrinal, and daily life issues. 

Martin Chemnitz and J. Andreae were instrumental in bringing about the desired concord. 
 the spark that finally ignited the fire of 

reconciliation among the divided Lutherans. What was eventually produced was a document in 
thesis/antithesis format signed near Magdeburg on May 29, 1577, by six chosen theologians. 
This document was the so-called Solid Declaration. They also signed a shorter version, known as 
the Epitome. Both are included in the Book of Concord. The Epitome, written by Andreae, was 

God, the Lutherans rallied around the document. 

Using This Study Guide 
Each of the study guides in this series on the Lutheran Confessions has thirteen sessions that 

are divided into four easy-to-use sections. 
Focus

discovered in the session. 
Inform ssions and provides questions that help 

the participant study the text. 
Connect
Vision practical suggestions for taking the theme 

of the lesson out of the classroom and into the world. 
May God bless the study of His truth as we celebrate His grace to us through Jesus, our 

Lord. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we focus again on the rich heritage that is ours as the 
people of God in Christ. 
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Session 2 

Original Sin 
Article 1 

Law/Gospel Focus 
All people are sinful from birth. Although we rebel against God and His Word, we are still 

His good creation. In love the heavenly Father 
Through Christ we are rescued from sin, death, and Satan and are destined for eternal glory. 

Opening Worship 

Leader: For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 

Participants: 
�

Leader: Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 

Participants: For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 

Leader: For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 

Participants: But we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, 

Leader: But to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 

Participants: For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men. 

Important Distinctions 
In 1560, Matthias Flacius wanted to stress the sinfulness and utter depravity of human 

nature so strongly that he argue
friends believed he had overstated his case, Flacius persisted. He apparently could not see how 
his position implicated God the Creator as being responsible for human sin. He also failed to 
recognize that his position compromised the scriptural witness that Jesus Christ was truly human 
and without sin. Article 1 of the 
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16. What comes to mind when you think of sin? 

 
 
17. Why is it difficult for people to accept the truth of original sin? 
 
 
 
 

A Deep Corruption 

The Formula of Concord: Epitome 
Is original sin really, without any distinction, a pe
essence? Is it the chief and greater part of his essence (i.e., the rational soul itself in its 
highest state and powers)? Or even after the fall, is there a distinction between original sin 

, essence, body, and soul, so that the nature itself is one 
thing and original sin is another, which belongs to the corrupt nature and corrupts the 
nature? 
1. We believe, teach, and confess that there 
original sin. This applied not only when he was originally created by God pure and holy 
and without sin [Genesis 1:31], but it also applies to the way we have that nature now after 
the fall. In other words, we distinguish between the nature itself (which even after the fall 

sin. This distinction is as great as the 

2. We believe, teach, and confess that this distinction should be maintained with the 
greatest care. For this doctrine (that no distinction is to be made between our corrupt 
human nature and original sin) conflicts with the chief articles of our Christian faith about 
creation, redemption, sanctification, and the resurrection of our body. It cannot stand with 
them. 
God created the body and soul of Adam and Eve before the fall. But He also created our 
bodies and souls after the fall. Even though they are corrupt, God still acknowledges them 

:8; Acts 17:28; Psalm 100:3; 139:14; 
Ecclesiastes 12:1.) 

human nature [John 1:14], but without sin. 
Therefore, He did not receive a foreign nature, but our own flesh in the unity of His person. 
In this way He has become our true Brother. Hebrews 2:14 says
children share in flesh and blood, He Himself lik

 that He helps, but He helps the offspring of Abraham. Therefore 
He had to be made like His brothers in every 
the same way, Christ redeemed human nature as His work, sanctifies it, raises it from the 
dead, and gloriously adorns it as His work. But original sin He has not created, received, 
redeemed, or sanctified. He will not raise it, adorn it, or save it in the el
resurrection original sin will be entire
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The distinction can easily be discerned between (a) the corrupt nature, (b) the corruption, 
which infects the nature, and (c) the corruption by which the nature became corrupt. 
3. On the other hand, we believe, teach, and confess that original sin is not a minor 
corruption. It is so deep a corruption of human nature that nothing healthy or uncorrupt 

Church sings: 

Discussing the Text 
18. Describe the distinction between human nature and original sin. 
 
 
 
 

t on His creation? How do the confessors 
affirm the Word of God? 

 
 
 
 
20. In what ways does the false view of human nature and original sin undermine the work 

of God? 

 
 
 
 
22. Why do the confessors acknowledge the serious nature of original sin? 
 
 
 
23. How does sin affect relationships 
at home? 
 
 
at work? 
 
 
at school? 
 
 
in our neighborhoods and communities? 
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24. How does original sin contribute to actual sin? 

 
 

A Heavenly Care 

with actual sin daily. We think or say or do something God forbids and fail to think or say or do 
what God wants. By nature, on our own, we st
mercy has shown His grace in Christ. Baptized into His saving death and resurrection, we are 
forgiven and holy in His sight. 

The Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration 
Original sin is like a spiritual poison and leprosy, as Luther says [LW 7:233]. It has 
poisoned and corrupted the whole human nature. So we cannot show and point out to the 
eye, human nature by itself or original sin by itself. Nevertheless, there is the corrupt 
nature, or essence of the corrupt person (
has created. (Original sin dwells in a person. It also corrupts the nature and essence of the 
entire person.) And there is original sin, which dwells in human nature or essence and 
corrupts it. They are not one and the same thing. For example, in outward leprosy the body 
that is leprous and the leprosy on or in the body are not one thing, properly speaking. But a 
distinction must also be maintained between our nature as created and preserved by God 
(in which sin is indwelling) and original sin (which dwells in the nature). These two things 
can, and must, be considered, taught, and believed separately according to Holy Scripture. 
Furthermore, the chief articles of our Christian faith drive and compel us to preserve this 
distinction. For instance, in the article of creation, Scripture testifies that God has created human 
nature not only before the fall, but that it is so since the fall. (See 
Deuteronomy 32:6; Isaiah 45:11; 54:5; 64:8; Acts 17:25; Revelation 4:11.) . . . 
These passages clearly testify that God, even since the fall, is the creator of mankind. He 
creates his body and soul. Therefore, corrupt mankind cannot, without any distinction, be 
sin itself. Otherwise, God would be a creator of sin. Our Small Catechism also confesses 
this in the explanation of the First Article, where it is written: 

I believe that God has made me and all creatures. He has given me my body and soul, 
eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason, and all my senses, and still preserves them. 

Likewise, in the Large Catechism it is written: 
This is what I mean and believe, that I am that He has given and 
constantly preserves for me my body, soul, and life, my members great and small, all 
my senses, reason, and understanding. 

Nevertheless, this same creature and work of God is sadly corrupted by sin. For the 
material from which God now forms and makes man was corrupted and perverted in Adam 
and is thus passed along by inheritance to us. 
Here pious Christian hearts justly ought 
does not immediately cast from Himself this corrupt, perverted, sinful material into 
hellfire. No, He forms and makes the present human nature from it (which is sadly 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 
  

15

corrupted by sin) in order that He may cleanse it from all sin, sanctify, and save it by His 
dear Son. 
From this article, the distinction is now clearly and indisputably found. Original sin does 

author. Nor is original 

serve to clarify the distinction between original sin and 
human nature? 

 

 
26. In what ways does our creation and redemption in Christ bring genuine and lasting self-

worth? 
 
 
 
 
27. Describe how the Gospel affirms and dignifies our daily existence. 
 
 
 
 
28. What encouragement do you have for today? 

 
 

Cleansing Water 

Personal Reflection 
inguish between original sin and human nature. 

What parallel can you create to explain the same concept? 
flicted with original sin, I 

ank God rather than criticize Him for your 
condition? 

Family Connection 
t a specific result of human sin in our world. 

Ask God for His mercy and strength as you carry out your plan. 
. Were you baptized as an infant? Why did 

you need Baptism even before you could consciously sin? Ask a younger family member to 
make up a prayer thanking God for Baptism. 

at surrounded their birth. Remind children that 
God creates life and that He loves us so much that He took away our sins through Christ. 
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Closing Worship 
LSB LW

Jesus sinners doth receive;  
 Oh, may all this saying ponder 

 And from God and heaven wander! 
Here is hope for all who grieve: 
Jesus sinners will receive. 
 
We deserve but grief and shame,  
 Yet His words, rich grace revealing, 
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; 
 Here our ills have perfect healing. 
Firmly in these words believe 
Jesus sinners will receive. 
 
Jesus sinners doth receive; 
 Also I have been forgiven; 
And when I this earth must leave,  
 I shall find an open heaven. 
Dying, still to Him I cleave: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

For Next Week 
Read Article 2 of the Formula of Concord (Epitome). 


