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Closing Worship 
LSB 706; LW 376). 

Love in Christ is strong and living, 
 Binding faithful hearts in one; 
Love in Christ is true and giving. 
 May His will in us be done. 
 
Love is patient and forbearing, 

Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, 
 Reaching out in charity. 
 
Love in Christ abides forever, 
 Fainting not when ills attend; 
Love, forgiving and forgiven, 

For Next Week 
Read Article 12 of the Formula of Concord (Epitome). 
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Session 13 

Other Churches 
Article 12 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Left to our own strength and resources, G ue in faith and the 

confession of His saving truth. Yet God in His mercy forgives our sin and failures. By the Spirit, 
we are united with Christ in Baptism and therefore grow in faith, hope, and love, nourished and 
strengthened through Word and Sacrament. 

Opening Worship 
Read together these words from 2 Co

Leader: The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 

Participants: Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

Leader: And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all 
things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 

Participants: freely, He has given to the poor; His 
�

Leader: He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 

Participants: You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us 
will produce thanksgiving to God. 

False Teachings 
As the confessors concluded their statement of faith. They included a final article on the 

false teachings of other churches and sects. 
were scattered across Europe, but they shared the conviction that Baptism was for the 
regenerated only. They rejected infant Baptism, denied original sin, and denied that Baptism and 
Holy Communion were means of grace that give the forgiveness of sins. The Schwenkfelders 
were followers of Caspar Schwenkfeld, who rejected the full deity of Christ and the ministry of 
Word and Sacrament. The New Arians were unitarians: they rejected the doctrine of the Trinity 
and acknowledged Christ as subordinate to the Father. The Anti-Trinitarians also denied the 
triune God and believed in three separate divine beings. 

Article 12 of the Formula addresses these serious errors in the Church and world. 
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157. How, from your perspective, do doctrinal errors in the Church arise? 

 
 
158. In what ways is the Church today struggling against false teaching? 
 
 
 
 

A List of Errors 

The Formula of Concord: Epitome 
 pinned on us silently (for in the preceding 

explanation, we have made no mention of them
simply to make a list. The list will show the ar
and teach contrary to our Christian faith and confession (to which we have often referred). 
(FC Ep XII 1) 

Erroneous Articles of the Anabaptists 
1. Christ did not receive His body and blood from the Virgin Mary, but brought them with 
Him from heaven. 
2. Christ is not true God, but is only superior to other saints, because He has more gifts of 
the Holy Spirit than any other holy man. 
3. Our righteousness before God stands not on the sole merit of Christ alone, but in 
renewal, and therefore in our own godliness in which we walk. This is based in great part 

 fact, it is nothing other than a new kind of 
monasticism. 
4. Children who are not baptized are not sinners before God, but righteous and innocent. In 
their innocence, because they have not yet gained the use of their reason, children are 
saved without Baptism. According to their assertion, children do not need Baptism. 
Therefore, they reject the entire teaching about original sin and what belongs to it. 
5. Children are not to be baptized until they have gained the use of their reason and can 
confess their faith themselves. 
6. The children of Christians, because they have been born of Christian and believing 
parents, are holy and children of God even without and before Baptism. . . . 
7. There is no true Christian congregation [church] in which sinners are still found. 
8. No sermon is to be heard or attended in those church buildings [German: tempeln] 
where formerly papal Masses have been celebrated and said. 

ve anything to do with the ministers of the Church who 
preach the Gospel according to the Augsburg Confession and rebuke the sermons and 
errors of the Anabaptists. Also, a person must not serve or in any way work for them, but 
must flee from them and shun them as pe
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Erroneous Articles of the Schwenkfeldians 
1. All those who regard Christ as a creature according to the flesh have no true knowledge 
of Christ as the reigning King of heaven. 

vine properties with this result: Christ as 
man is in might, power, majesty, and glory altogether (as regards degree and position) of 
equal essence to the Father and to the Word. So now there is only one essence, property, 
will, and glory of both natures in Christ. And 
the holy Trinity. 

Holy Spirit uses to teach people and work in them the saving knowledge of Christ, 
conversion, repentance, faith, and new obedience. 
4. The water of Baptism is not how God the Lord seals the adoption of sons and works 
regeneration. 
5. Bread and wine in the Holy Supper are not means through and by which Christ gives us 
His body and blood. 

Law in this life. 
7. A congregation that does not excommunicate or regularly ban people is not truly 
Christian. 
8. A minister of the Church who is not truly renewed, regenerate, righteous, and godly 
cannot helpfully teach other people or distribu
27) 

Error of the New Arians 
Christ is not true, essential, natural God, of one eternal, divine essence with God the Father 
and the Holy Spirit. He is only adorned with divine majesty inferior to and alongside of 
God the Father. (FC Ep XII 28) 

Error of the Anti-Trinitarians 
This is an entirely new sect, not heard of before in Christendom. They believe, teach, and 
confess that there is not only one, eternal, divine essence of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. But [they teach that] God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three distinct persons. 
Each person has its essence distinct and separate from the other persons of the Godhead. 
Some in this sect think that all three persons are of equal power, wisdom, majesty, and 
glory (just as otherwise three people are distinct and separate from one another in their 
essence). Others think that these three persons and essences are unequal with one another 
in essence and properties, so that the Father alone is properly and truly God. (FC Ep XII 
29) 

Discussing the Text 
159. In what ways do the errors listed in Article 12 undermine the Gospel? 
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160. Why is original sin and infant Baptism a stumbling block in our day too? 

 
 

 false? Explain your 
answer. 

 
 
 
 
162. How did some reject the means of grace in 

the Word and the Sacraments? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
165. Why was it important for the confessors to include Article 12? 
 
 
 
 

With Intrepid Hearts 
God has richly blessed His people with His hol has also blessed us 

with confessions of faith, public statements that present His truth in concise, simple language. 
Through the Lutheran Confessions, He has kept generations of believers faithful to His Word, 
and He has protected them from doctrines that would mislead Christians or undermine their faith. 

The Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration 
These and similar articles, one and all, with what belongs to them and follows from them, we 
reject and condemn as wrong, false, heretical, and 
Augsburg Confession and Apology, the Smalcald Articl
Christians should beware of these articles to the extent that the welfare and salvation of their 
souls is dear to them. 
In the sight of God and of all Christendom, we want to testify to those now living and 
those who will come after us. This declaration presented here about all the controverted 
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arts, we are willing to appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ with this Confession and give an account of it [1 Peter 4:5]. We 
will not speak or write anything contrary to this Confession, either publicly or privately. 

e we intend to abide by it. Therefore, after mature 
deliberation, we have, in the fear of God and by calling on His name, attached our 

 

 
167. How does regular continued Bibl

Gospel? 
 
 
 
 
168. How can you grow in your understanding of and appreciation for your Confessions? 
 
 
 
 

What Does This Mean? 

Personal Reflection 
review the summaries of Christian doctrine. 

to determine how their doctrines differ from 
the Confessions. (Many denominations host an Internet site.) 

good background in sound Christian doctrine. 
Consider teaching Sunday School, a youth Bible class, or a small group. 

Family Connection 
for bringing you to faith, solely by His love. 

God for sending the Holy Spirit to young children. 
ke a homemade book telling and illustrating how 

each family member came to faith. 

Closing Worship 
LSB LW

Jesus, lead Thou on 
 Till our rest is won; 
And although the way be cheerless, 
We will follow calm and fearless. 
 Guide us by Thy hand 
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 To our fatherland. 

If the way be drear, 
 If the foe be near, 

Let not faith and hope forsake us; 
 For through many_a woe 
 To our home we go. 
 
Jesus, lead Thou on 
 Till our rest is won. 

Still support, console, protect us, 
 Till we safely stand 
 In our fatherland. 


