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Introduction 
The Story of the Formula of Concord 

Martin Luther died on February 18, 1546. A year later, in the short-lived Smalcald War, 

were not enough for the Lutherans to contend with, they all too quickly fell to squabbling about 
doctrine. How such contentiousness would be handled and which doctrinal viewpoints would be 
affirmed would mark the future of the Church for decades, if not centuries, to come. 

The Formula of Concord, published in 1577, helped the Lutheran Church deal with the 
previous three decades of internal conflicts. So did the publishing, in 1580, of the entire set of 
Lutheran confessional documents in the Book of Concord. Perhaps the Lutheran Church would 
not have survived the sixteenth-century doctrinal wars without the Formula of Concord. This 
study will help us to discover anew how the Formula of Concord helps the Church today with 
theological, doctrinal, and daily life issues. 

Martin Chemnitz and J. Andreae were instrumental in bringing about the desired concord. 
 the spark that finally ignited the fire of 

reconciliation among the divided Lutherans. What was eventually produced was a document in 
thesis/antithesis format signed near Magdeburg on May 29, 1577, by six chosen theologians. 
This document was the so-called Solid Declaration. They also signed a shorter version, known as 
the Epitome. Both are included in the Book of Concord. The Epitome, written by Andreae, was 

God, the Lutherans rallied around the document. 

Using This Study Guide 
Each of the study guides in this series on the Lutheran Confessions has thirteen sessions that 

are divided into four easy-to-use sections. 
Focus

discovered in the session. 
Inform ssions and provides questions that help 

the participant study the text. 
Connect
Vision practical suggestions for taking the theme 

of the lesson out of the classroom and into the world. 
May God bless the study of His truth as we celebrate His grace to us through Jesus, our 

Lord. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we focus again on the rich heritage that is ours as the 
people of God in Christ. 
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Session 11 

Church Usages 
Article 10 

Law/Gospel Focus 
The Gospel of forgiveness, life, and salvation brings genuine free

people are rescued from slavery to sin, death, and Satan. The Holy Spirit works faith in our 
hearts through Word and Sacrament and strengthens us to worship and to serve in love. 

Opening Worship 

Leader: For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for 
all, therefore all have died; 

Participants: And He died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves 
but for Him who for their sake died and was raised. 

Leader: From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once 
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard Him thus no longer. 

Participants: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. 

Leader: All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; 

Participants: That is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

Leader: Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

Participants: For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we 
might become the righteousness of God. 

When to Compromise? 
 Roman Empire demanded that Lutherans observe certain 

Church rites as divinely instituted because they were mandated by the pope. Melanchthon played 
on rejected by some of his contemporaries. 

The Lutherans of southern Germany especially resisted both the Augsburg and Leipzig 
Interims (Agreements) of 1548. These Lutheran pastors and people, urged on by Flacius, 
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declared themselves to be in a state of confession. Compromise under persecution and demand, 
they said, was a compromise of the Gospel itself. 

In 1556, Melanchthon admitted that he had made a mistake. But the controversy rolled 
onward. It took the firmness and clarity of Article 10 to settle the issue for the divided Lutherans. 

130. In what ways is it difficult to stand up for what you believe? 
 
 
 
 
131. When might compromise be acceptable in the Church? 
 
 
 
 

A Matter of Confession 

The Formula of Concord: Epitome 
The chief question has been about a time of persecution and a matter of confession, even 
when the enemies of the Gospel have not reached an agreement with us in doctrine. Can 
some abolished ceremonies (which in themselves are matters of indifference and are 
neither commanded nor forbidden by God) be re-established by the pressure and demand 
of the adversaries without harming our conscience? May we compromise with them in 
such ceremonies and adiaphora? To this question one side has said Yes; the other, No. 
1. For settling this controversy, we unanimously believe, teach, and confess that some 
ceremonies or Church practices are neither 
have been introduced only for the sake of fitting and good order. Such rites are not in and 
of themselves divine worship. They are not ev
do they worship Me, teaching as doc
2. We believe, teach, and confess that the comm

to change such worship ceremonies in a way that may be most useful and edifying to the 

3. Nevertheless, all frivolity and offense should be avoided in this matter. Special care 
should be taken to exercise patience toward the weak in faith (1 Corinthians 8:9; Romans 
14:13). 
4. We believe, teach, and confess that during 

d not yield to the enemies in such matters 
of adiaphora. For the apostle has written in Ga
free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

ith unbelievers. For what partnership has 
righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness

submission even for a moment, so that the 
truth of the gospel might be preserved for 
question about adiaphora. But it concerns the truth of the Gospel, [preserving] Christian 
liberty, and sanctioning open idolatry. It also concerns the prevention of offense to the 
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weak in the faith. In such a case we have nothing to concede. We should plainly confess 
and endure what God sends because of that confession, and whatever He allows the 
enemies of His Word to inflict on us. 
5. We believe, teach, and confess also that no church should condemn another because one 
has less or more outward ceremonies than the other, for those are not commanded by God. 
This is true as long as they have unity with one another in the doctrine and all its articles 
and in the right use of the 

Discussing the Text 
132. What tension did the confessors face in this issue? 

 
 
 
 

to change Church usages. Why might the 
Church make these changes? 

135. In what ways can indifferent things contribute to good order and general welfare in the 
Church? 

 
 
 
 
136. In what ways can indifferent things threaten freedom in Christ and His Gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
137. On what points were the confessors unwilling to compromise? 
 
 
 
 
138. Describe how believers may be sensitive to fellow believers who are weak in faith. 
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139. In what ways does Article 10 uphold and affirm genuine freedom in Christ? 

 
 

Set Free to Live 
The life, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus has set us free to live in the grace of God. 

Within that freedom is the privilege to worship using a variety of expressions, so long as they are 
atever rituals, ceremonies, or order of services we choose, we 

take care not to dilute the Gospel or pervert G
worship and serve Christ the Savior in confident faith and bold freedom. 

The Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration 
This case is no longer a question about outward matters of indifference, which in their 
nature and essence are free. They cannot produce a command or prohibition that they must 
or must not be used. The case presented by Paul is a question, in the first place, about the 
outstanding article of our Christian faith. For the apostle testifie

2:5]. The Gospel is obscured and perverted 
by such compulsion or command, because such adiaphora are publicly required for the 
approval of false doctrine, superstition, and idolatry, and for the suppression of pure 
doctrine and Christian liberty, or at least are abused for this purpose by the adversaries and 
are viewed this way. 
The article about Christian freedom is at stake here. The Holy Spirit, through the holy 

eserve this article, as we have just heard. 
As soon as Christian freedom is weakened and human traditions are forced on the Church 
with coercion, as though it were wrong and a sin to omit them, the way is already prepared 
for idolatry. In this way, human traditions are multiplied and regarded as a divine worship, 

, but even placed above them. 
Furthermore, idolaters are confirmed in their idolatry by such yielding and conforming in 
outward things, where there has not previously been Christian unity in doctrine. On the 
other hand, true believers are grieved, offended, and weakened in their faith. Every 

and salvation, is bound to avoid both of these, 
as it is written: 

Woe to the world for temptations to sin! (Matthew 18:7) 
But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better 
for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the 
depth of the sea. (Matthew 18:6) 

But what Christ says is to be especially remembered: 
So everyone who acknowledges Me before men, I also will acknowledge before My 

140. In what ways has freedom in Christ been a blessing in your life? 
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141. How is idolatry a danger when external forms of worship or rituals become 
mandatory? 

 
 
 
142. Which practices of your congregation do you most enjoy? Why? 
 
 
 
 
143. Which practices of your congregation would you like to change? Why? 
 
 
 
 

Focusing on Jesus 

Personal Reflection 
r daily, personal devotions. Evaluate what you 

could change in your service and what should remain constant. 
vision. Which ones focus on Jesus as our Savior? 

On what do the others focus? 
ating your gratitude for leadership in worship 

practices. Cite those attributes that you most appreciate. 

Family Connection 
hip that you do not understand. Share ways that 

you can grow in appreciation for worship. 
scuss similarities and differences between the 

congregation you visit and your home congregation. 
ily devotions: the Bible, hymnbooks, devotional 

readings, prayer books, and the like. Ask your pastor to recommend books consistent with 
Scripture and the Confessions. 

Closing Worship 
LSB 912; LW 290:1, 4, 2). 

Christ is our cornerstone,  
 On Him alone we build; 
With His true saints alone  

On His great love  
 Our hopes we place 
 Of present grace  
And joys above. 
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 The grace which we implore, 

 Be with us evermore 
Until that day  
 When all the blest 
 To endless rest  
Are called away. 
 
Oh, then, with hymns of praise  
 These hallowed courts shall ring; 
Our voices we will raise  
 The Three in One to sing 
And thus proclaim  
 In joyful song, 
 Both loud and long,  
That glorious name. 

For Next Week 
Read Article 11 of the Formula of Concord (Epitome). 


