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Introduction 
The Story of the Formula of Concord 

Martin Luther died on February 18, 1546. A year later, in the short-lived Smalcald War, 

were not enough for the Lutherans to contend with, they all too quickly fell to squabbling about 
doctrine. How such contentiousness would be handled and which doctrinal viewpoints would be 
affirmed would mark the future of the Church for decades, if not centuries, to come. 

The Formula of Concord, published in 1577, helped the Lutheran Church deal with the 
previous three decades of internal conflicts. So did the publishing, in 1580, of the entire set of 
Lutheran confessional documents in the Book of Concord. Perhaps the Lutheran Church would 
not have survived the sixteenth-century doctrinal wars without the Formula of Concord. This 
study will help us to discover anew how the Formula of Concord helps the Church today with 
theological, doctrinal, and daily life issues. 

Martin Chemnitz and J. Andreae were instrumental in bringing about the desired concord. 
 the spark that finally ignited the fire of 

reconciliation among the divided Lutherans. What was eventually produced was a document in 
thesis/antithesis format signed near Magdeburg on May 29, 1577, by six chosen theologians. 
This document was the so-called Solid Declaration. They also signed a shorter version, known as 
the Epitome. Both are included in the Book of Concord. The Epitome, written by Andreae, was 

God, the Lutherans rallied around the document. 

Using This Study Guide 
Each of the study guides in this series on the Lutheran Confessions has thirteen sessions that 

are divided into four easy-to-use sections. 
Focus

discovered in the session. 
Inform ssions and provides questions that help 

the participant study the text. 
Connect
Vision practical suggestions for taking the theme 

of the lesson out of the classroom and into the world. 
May God bless the study of His truth as we celebrate His grace to us through Jesus, our 

Lord. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we focus again on the rich heritage that is ours as the 
people of God in Christ. 
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Session 10 

Article 9 
Law/Gospel Focus 

y preached to the spirits in prison (1 Peter 
3:19). By our sin, we are deserving of eternal death and hell, but 
rescued from sin, death, and the devil through the saving work of Jesus. 

Opening Worship 
Read together these words from 1 Cori

Leader: I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable. 

Participants: Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, 

Leader: In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 

Participants: For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body 
must put on immortality. 

Leader: When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then 
shall come to pass the saying that is wr �

Participants:  
Leader: The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

Participants: But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our Victorious Christ 
was at first limited to the German city of 

Hamburg. Lutheran pastor John Aepinus wonde
humiliation or exaltation and if it occurre

19:30), made it clear that His suffering (and the state of humiliation) was ended at His death. 
r to bring theological peace to their community, solicited an 

opinion from Philip Melanchthon. 
swer actually caused the controversy to spread beyond 

Hamburg. The authors of the Formula of Concord settled the issue by referring to a sermon 
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preached by Martin Luther in Torgau in 1533. 
descent into hell as a conf

119. What types of victory do people today announce? 
 
 
 
 
120. Describe a time when you wanted to share good news with others. 
 
 
 
 

A Gospel Celebration 
The Formula of Concord: Epitome 

This article has also been disputed among some theologians who have subscribed to the 
Augsburg Confession: When and in what manner did the Lord Christ, according to our 
simple Christian faith, descend to hell? Was this done before or after His death? Did this 
happen only to His soul, only to the divinity, or with body and soul, spiritually or bodily? 

or to His glorious victory and triumph? 
This article, like the preceding article, cannot be grasped by the senses or by our reason. It 
must be grasped through faith alone. Therefore, it is our unanimous opinion that there 
should be no dispute over it. It should be believed and taught only in the simplest way. 
Teach it like Dr. Luther, of blessed memory, in his sermon at Torgau in the year 1533 [WA 

article in a completely Christian way. He separated all 
useless, unnecessary questions from it, and encouraged all godly Christians to believe with 
Christian simplicity. 
It is enough if we know that Christ descended into hell, destroyed hell for all believers, and 
delivered them from the power of death and of the devil, from eternal condemnation and 

happened until the other world. Then not only 
revealed that we simply believe here and ca
4) 

Discussing the Text 
121. In what ways did Christ confront sin, death, Satan, and hell in His ministry? 
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123. Why do the confessors insist that the descent into hell must be understood by faith 
alone? 

 
 
 
124. How does Luther describe Personal Prayer Book (1522)? 

I believe that for me and all his believers Christ descended into hell to subdue the 
e alone with all his power, cunning, and 

malice so that the devil can no longer harm me, and that He redeemed me from the 
[eternal] pains of hell, transforming them into something nondestructive and beneficial 

ican Edition: vol. 43 [Fortress Press, 1968], 
p. 27) 

125. In what ways is reason an obstacle in 
 
 
 
 
126. Describe how the descent to hell is a Gospel celebration. 
 
 
 
 

A Proclamation of Comfort 
 say these words at all were it not for the Holy Spirit who 

brings us to faith and keeps us in faith. Believing is more powerful than understanding because 
By faith we trust what the Bible reports is 

true: Jesus conquered sin and death and gives us His victory through our Baptism into His death 
and resurrection. 

The Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration 
Even in the Ancient Christian teachers of the Church, as well as among some of our 
teachers, different explanations of the article t to hell are found. 
Therefore, we abide in the simplicity of our Christian faith. Dr. Luther has pointed us to 

descent to hell, which he delivered in the castle at Torgau in 
lieve . . . in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, who . . . was crucified, died a  In this 
are distinguished as different articles. We 

simply believe that the entire person (God and man) descended into hell after the burial, 
conquered the devil, destroyed e devil all his might. We 
should not, however, trouble ourselves with high and difficult thoughts about how this 
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happened. With our reason and our five senses this article can be understood as little as the 
preceding one about how Christ is placed at 
majesty. We are simply to believe it and cling to the Word. So we hold to the substance 
and consolation that neither hell nor the devil can take captive or injure us and all who 

ctory a proclamation of comfort to the dying? 
To those plagued by guilt? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
129. Share the joy you have in your eternal victory through Christ. 
 
 
 
 

Confidence in Christ 
Personal Reflection 

over sin will be demonstrated in heaven for eternity. 
several issues of a newspaper. Look for statements of faith that express 

the comfort of everlasting life. 
Christ has defeated sin and Satan? 

Family Connection 
and dying with confidence through Christ. 

feating sin and for His promise to take His 
people to live in heaven with Jesus. 

r the next festival of the resurrection. 

Closing Worship 
LSB LW

The day of resurrection! 
 Earth, tell it out abroad, 
The passover of gladness, 
 The passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, 

Our Christ has brought us over 
 With hymns of victory. 
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 Let earth its song begin, 
Let all the world keep triumph 
 And all that is therein. 
Let all things, seen and unseen, 
 Their notes of gladness blend; 
For Christ the Lord has risen, 
 Our joy that has no end! 
 
All praise to God the Father, 
 All praise to God the Son, 
All praise to God the Spirit, 
 Eternal Three in One! 
Let all the ransomed number 
 Fall down before the throne 

 Ascribe to God alone! 

For Next Week 
Read Article 10 of the Formula of Concord (Epitome). 


