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Introduction 
The Story of the Formula of Concord 

Martin Luther died on February 18, 1546. A year later, in the short-lived Smalcald War, 

were not enough for the Lutherans to contend with, they all too quickly fell to squabbling about 
doctrine. How such contentiousness would be handled and which doctrinal viewpoints would be 
affirmed would mark the future of the Church for decades, if not centuries, to come. 

The Formula of Concord, published in 1577, helped the Lutheran Church deal with the 
previous three decades of internal conflicts. So did the publishing, in 1580, of the entire set of 
Lutheran confessional documents in the Book of Concord. Perhaps the Lutheran Church would 
not have survived the sixteenth-century doctrinal wars without the Formula of Concord. This 
study will help us to discover anew how the Formula of Concord helps the Church today with 
theological, doctrinal, and daily life issues. 

Martin Chemnitz and J. Andreae were instrumental in bringing about the desired concord. 
 the spark that finally ignited the fire of 

reconciliation among the divided Lutherans. What was eventually produced was a document in 
thesis/antithesis format signed near Magdeburg on May 29, 1577, by six chosen theologians. 
This document was the so-called Solid Declaration. They also signed a shorter version, known as 
the Epitome. Both are included in the Book of Concord. The Epitome, written by Andreae, was 

God, the Lutherans rallied around the document. 

Using This Study Guide 
Each of the study guides in this series on the Lutheran Confessions has thirteen sessions that 

are divided into four easy-to-use sections. 
Focus

discovered in the session. 
Inform ssions and provides questions that help 

the participant study the text. 
Connect
Vision practical suggestions for taking the theme 

of the lesson out of the classroom and into the world. 
May God bless the study of His truth as we celebrate His grace to us through Jesus, our 

Lord. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we focus again on the rich heritage that is ours as the 
people of God in Christ. 
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Session 1 

A Confession for Concord 
The Formula of Concord: An Introduction 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Because faithful Christians are sinful human beings, the Church struggles daily with false 

standard, but we often fail to listen to and 
believe the Holy Scriptures. Yet we rejoice in the promise of the Savior, who forgives us and 
sends the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth. 

Opening Worship 
Read together these words from 1 Co

Leader: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Participants: I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 

given you in Christ Jesus, 
Leader: That in every way you were enriched in 

Participants: So that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Leader: Who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Participants: God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Troubling Times 
nd the Smalcald War (1547), the Lutherans in the Holy Roman 

Empire were in a precarious position. Without their leader, the pastors and churches faced 
opposition from the outside and dissension within. 

Although the Lutherans achieved appropriate legal status in the Holy Roman Empire 
through the agreement known as the Peace of Augsburg in 1555 (they could confess and practice 
their faith freely), they soon were divided over significant doctrinal issues. It was clear that 
concord was necessary if the Evangelical Church was to survive. 

What was the source and standard of their teaching? On what confessions of faith would 
Lutheran pastors and congregations stand? The Introduction to the Formula of Concord answers 
these fundamental questions. 
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1. Why is Church ministry important? 

 
 

look for their beliefs? 
How do people generally view the Bible? 

 
 
 
 
3. Why is doctrinal agreement necessary for an evangelical Church? 
 
 
 
 

Only Rule and Norm 

The Formula of Concord: Epitome 
1. We believe, teach, and confess that the only rule and norm according to which all 

17] are the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures of the Old and New Testament alone. For it 
word is a lamp to my feet 

l from heaven should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to the one we preached to y
However, other writings by ancient or m

 Scriptures. All of them are subject to the 
Scriptures [1 Corinthians 14:32]. Other writings should not be received in any other way or 
as anything more than witnesses that testify doctrine of the prophets 
and apostles was preserved after the time of the apostles, and at what places. 
2. Right after the time of the apostles, and even while they were still living, false teachers 
and heretics arose [Tit symbols (i.e., brief, concise confessions) were 
written against the heretics in the Early Church. These symbols were regarded as the 
unanimous, universal Christian faith and confession of the orthodox and true Church. They 

the Athanasian Creed. We pledge ourselves 
to these symbols, and in this way we reject all heresies and teachings that have been 

3. However, schisms in matters of faith have also happened in our time. Therefore, we 
regard as the unanimous consensus and declaration of our 
especially against the papacy and its false worship, idolatry, superstition, and against other 

It is the symbol of our time, and it was 
delivered to the Emperor, Charles V, at Augsburg in the year 1530 in the great Diet. We 
hold to this confession along with its Apology and the Articles composed at Smalcald in 
the year 1537, which the chief theologians signed at that time. 
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Such matters also concern the laity and the salvation of their souls. Therefore, we also 
and Large

hing necessary for a Christian to know for 
salvation is included in them, which is handled more extensively in the Holy Scriptures. 
As announced above, all teachings are to be conformed in this way. What is contrary to 
these confessions is to be rejected and condemned, as opposed to the unanimous 
declaration of our faith. 
In this way the distinction between the Holy Scriptures of the Old and of the New 
Testament and all other writings is preserved. The Holy Scriptures alone remain the judge, 

be discerned and judged to see whether they
right or wrong. 
The other symbols and writings mentioned above are not judges like the Holy Scriptures. 
They are only a testimony and declaration of the faith. They show how the Holy Scriptures 
have been understood and explained in regard to controversial articles 
those living at that time. Also, they show how the opposite teaching was rejected and 

nflicting with the Holy Scriptures were 

Discussing the Text 
4. What does the introduction to the Epitome confess about the Holy Scriptures? In what 

ways is the Bible unique? 

5. How do the confessors regard other writings? Why is the distinction critical for the 
Church? 

6. Summarize, in your own words, the faith of the three Ecumenical Creeds. 
 
 
 
 
7. How do the confessors link their teaching with the universal Church? 
 
 
 
 

people to know and understand the Christian 
faith? 
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10. What criteria do people sometimes use when deciding which church to join? How can 

11. Why do we need doctrinal statements when we already have the Bible? 
 
 
 
 

A Common Doctrine 
The Spirit of truth works through the Word of

promises to use His Word to save fallen, sinful human beings. He gives His Law to confront us 
with our need and His Gospel to bring us eternal salvation. 

The Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration 
For thorough, permanent unity in the Church, it is necessary, above all things, that we have 
a comprehensive, unanimously approved summary and form of teaching. The common 

s Word and reduced to a small circle of 
teaching, which the churches that are of the true Christian religion must confess. They 
must do this just as the Ancient Church always had its fixed symbols for this use. 
Furthermore, this should not be based on private writings, but on the kind of books that 
have been composed, approved, and received in the name of the churches that pledge 
themselves to one doctrine and religion. Therefore, we have declared to one another with 
heart and mouth that we will not make or receive a separate or new confession of our faith. 
Instead, we will confess the public common writings, which always and everywhere were 
held and used as such symbols or common confessions in all the churches of the Augsburg 
Confession. . . . 

 are the prophetic and apostolic 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the pure, clear fountain of Israel. They are the 
only true standard or norm by which all teachers and doctrines are to be judged. 
2. In ancient times the true Christian doctrine, in a pure, sound sense, was collected from 

nst the corruption of heretics. Therefore, we 
confess, in the second place, the three Ecumen
the Athanasian. They are glorious confessions of the faith, brief, devout, and founded on 

 had at that time arisen in the Christian Church are clearly 
and irrefutably answered by these creeds. 
3. In the third place, in these last times, by special grace, God has brought the truth of His 
Word to light again . . . through the faithful service of the precious man of God, Dr. 
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Luther. According to the Word of God, this doctrine has been collected from it into the 
articles and chapters of the Augsburg Confession. . . . 
For this purpose we brought together the above-mentioned writings: the Augsburg 
Confession, Apology, Smalcald Arti Small Catechisms as the 
frequently mentioned summary of our Christian doctrine. This was done because these 
have always and everywhere been regarded as the common, unanimously accepted 
meaning of our churches. Furthermore, they have been signed at that time by the chief and 
most enlightened theologians, and they have held sway in all evangelical churches and 
schools. Also, as mentioned before, they were all written and sent out before the divisions 
among the theologians of the Augsburg Confession arose. Therefore, they are held to be 
impartial, and neither can nor should be rejected by either side of those who have entered 
into controversy. No one who is a follower of the Augsburg Confession without guile will 
complain about these writings. They will cheerfully accept and tolerate them as witnesses 
of the truth. No one can think ill about us because we get an explanation and decision 
about the articles in controversy from these writings. As we lay 

 also introduce and quote these writings as a witness of 
the truth and as the unanimously received, correct understanding of our predecessors who 
have steadfastly held to the pure doctr

12. In what ways have confessions of faith helped you to understand and appreciate the 
Gospel? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
14. How does God use His faithful people to witness to His truth today? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Teaching and Practice 

Personal Reflection 
hurch fathers had not placed scriptural beliefs 

in the Confessions? 
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se of a move, what three questions would you 
ask about their teaching and practice before you joined? 

pastors. What risks does this attitude pose? 

Family Connection 
life (see the Fourth Commandment and its 

explanation). Suggest ways that parents can do this most effectively. Which ways seem 
particularly promising to you? 

ily creed that states your religious beliefs. 

 into a short slogan or motto that describes 

Closing Worship 
LSB LW

Preserve Your Word, O Savior,  
 To us this latter day, 
And let Your kingdom flourish;  
 Enlarge Your Church, we pray. 
Oh, keep our faith from failing;  

Let nothing from truth turn us  
 While living here below. 
 
Preserve, O Lord, Your Zion,  
 Bought dearly with Your blood; 
Protect what You have chosen  
 Against the hellish flood. 
Be always our defender  
 When dangers gather round; 
When all the earth is crumbling,  
 Safe may Your Church be found. 
 
Preserve Your Word and preaching,  
 The truth that makes us whole, 
The mirror of Your glory,  

Oh, may this living water,  

Sustain us while here living  
 Until we see Your face. 

For Next Week 
Read Article 1 of the Formula of Concord (Epitome). 


