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Welcome and Opening Prayer 
 
 
Opening Hymn:                “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”         LSB 576, v 1-2 
 

1) My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

No merit of my own I claim 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.  

Refrain 

2)  When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil.  
Refrain 

 
Refrain: 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 
 
Invocation   
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 
 
Confession   
 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 



P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day   
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  

P: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, Your mercy is with us all our days. Be our strength 
and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us 
Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Scripture Reading  Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
 

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great 
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A 
sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the 
birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but 
when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered 
away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 
 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has 
been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what was sown 
on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or 
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 
 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
 



Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed   
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
Hymn of the Day:             “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”                          LSB 577

 
1) Almighty God, Your Word is cast 

Like seed into the ground; 
Now let the dew of heav’n descend 

And righteous fruits abound. 
 

2) Let not the sly satanic foe 
This holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev’ry heart 
To bring forth fruits of love. 

3) Let not the world’s deceitful cares 
The rising plant destroy, 

But let it yield a hundredfold 
The fruits of peace and joy. 

 
4) So when the precious seed is sown, 

Life-giving grace bestow 
That all whose souls the truth receive 

Its saving pow’r may 
 

 
 
Sermon:                              Re-Seeded  

Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
Pastor Andrew Bartholomew 

 
 
 
Prayer of the Church   
 
 
 
 



Lord’s Prayer   
 
 Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily 
bread; And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Benediction        
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Closing Hymn:                  “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”              LSB 576, v 3-4 
 

3) His oath, His covenant and blood 
Support me in the raging flood; 

When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. 

Refrain 

4) When He shall come with trumpet 
sound, 

Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 

Redeemed to stand before His throne! 
Refrain 

Refrain: 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 


