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Welcome and Opening Prayer 

 Blessed Independence Day weekend to you! 

 May you enjoy time with your family, and give all the praise and Glory to God 

who has given us so much to be thankful for in this country! 

 What makes life “easy”?  What makes it difficult or challenging?  Today in 

worship we are considering in what ways Jesus makes life “easy.”  

 Prayer 

 Let us worship him! 

  

 

Opening Hymn:        Before You, Lord, We Bow             LSB 966 v1-2 

 
1) Before You, Lord, we bow, 

    Our God who reigns above 
And rules the world below, 
    Boundless in pow’r and love. 
Our thanks we bring 
    In joy and praise, 
    Our hearts we raise 
To You, our King! 

 

2) The nation You have blest 
    May well Your love declare, 
From foes and fears at rest, 
    Protected by Your care. 
For this bright day, 
    For this fair land— 
    Gifts of Your hand— 
Our thanks we pay. 

 
 

Invocation   

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day   

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
P: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, Your mercy is with us all our days. Be our strength 

and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us 
Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 



Scripture Reading: Matthew 11:25–30 
 25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you 
have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little 
children; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  
 
27All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. 
 
 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
  
 
 
Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed   

 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Hymn of the Day:  Before You, Lord, We Bow             LSB 966 v4-5 
 
 

4) Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; 
    Your great Redeemer own; 
Believe, obey, rejoice, 
    And worship Him alone. 
Cast down your pride, 
    Your sin deplore, 
    And bow before 
The Crucified. 

5) And when in pow’r He comes, 
    Oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs 
    Send forth a glorious band, 
A countless throng, 
    With joy to sing 
    To heav’n’s high King 
Salvation’s song! 

             Text: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon:    “Easy”                   Matthew 11:29-30  



Confession and Absolution  

 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

Offering 

 

Saturday Special Music: Patriotic Medley              by Jill Brown 

 

Sunday Special Music: Come as You Are              by Matt Daake  
 

 

Prayer of the Church   
 

 

Lord’s Prayer   
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead 

us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Benediction        
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 



Closing Hymn:      God of Our Fathers   v1,2,4      
      

1) God of our fathers, whose almighty 
hand.  

Leads forth in beauty all the starry band.   

Of shining worlds in splendor through the 
skies,  

our grateful songs before Thy throne 
arise. 

2) Thy love divine hath led us in the past,  

In this free land by Thee our lot is  

         cast;   

Be Thou our Ruler, Guardian, Guide and 

Stay, 

Thy Word our law, Thy paths our chosen 

way 
 

 

4) Refresh Thy people on their toilsome 

way. 

Lead us from night to never-ending 

day; 

Fill all our lives with love and grace 

divine; 

and glory, laud and praise be ever Thine! 

 

 

 

 

Closing Announcements 

 Communion is coming back into the sanctuary: 

 July 11th and 12th in Nixa. 

 If you are a member of our congregation, but you are not comfortable 

coming back to in-person worship yet, we still want you to receive Christ’s 

body and blood for your forgiveness.  Please call the church office to make 

an appointment for communion with one of our pastors. 

 

 


