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Notes are gleaned from a number of sources, one most notably, Concordia 

Commentary, Isaiah 40-55, by Reed Lessing. 

 

Isaiah 53:5-6 declares the brokenness of Christ by whose wounds we are 

healed. 

 

Almost everything from 40:1 – 52:12 comes to fruition in this, the fourth, 

servant song, Isaiah 53.  There are countless themes and images (types) 

of the Old Testament that all converge in the person and work of the 

Suffering Servant:  The Exodus, priestly intercession and sacrifice, Davidic 

lineage and order, and prophetic revelation and fulfillment.  The Servant is 

a King and a Conqueror; a Priest; a Lamb; and Guilt offering; a Sufferer 

and Intercessor; and so much more. 

 

Isaiah 53:5-6 reads, 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he 

was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 

brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.   All we like 

sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 

The people, like sheep, have gone astray.  The curse and punishment of 

God for breaking the Sinai Covenant is pronounced, Deuteronomy 28:59-

61, “59 then the LORD will bring on you and your offspring extraordinary 

afflictions, afflictions severe and lasting, and sicknesses grievous 

and lasting. 60 And he will bring upon you again all the diseases of 

Egypt, of which you were afraid, and they shall cling to you. 61 Every 

sickness also and every affliction that is not recorded in the book of 

this law, the LORD will bring upon you, until you are destroyed.” 

 

But it is not the disobedient people and sheep who have gone astray who 

are cursed and punished.  It is the sinless, Suffering Servant who suffers 
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for the transgressions of the wayward and stiff necked people.  By taking 

on Himself the wrath and punishment of God, The Suffering Servant, 

Jesus, becomes the “New Covenant,” Isaiah 49:8, which says, “8 Thus 

says the LORD:  “In a time of favor I have answered you; in a day of 

salvation I have helped you; I will keep you and give You as a 

Covenant to the people, to establish the land, to apportion the 

desolate heritages.”   

 

And the New Covenant, the Suffering Servant, brings peace, shalom.  This 

truth and promise is maintained throughout the Scripture and carried 

forward to Ephesians 2:14 where St. Paul writes, “He Himself is our 

peace.”   

 

Such peace is not the absence of trouble or turmoil, nor is it the fruit of our 

labor or effort, nor is it denied to us when we sin or fail or fall away.  Our 

peace is in the Suffering Servant who has exchanged places with His 

people, who has born their sins in His body, and by His wounds we are 

healed.  All this, the Servant does, purely out of God’s divine goodness and 

mercy and through no merit or worthiness in us.  This is Covenant.  This is 

God’s unconditional mercy.   This is grace.  This is gift.  Ephesians 2:8-9 

declares, “8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 

is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so 

that no one may boast.” 

 

The promise of healing demonstrates Yahweh’s concern not only for our 

spirit but also for our bodies.  God is concerned with all of His creation and 

the entire being of His creation.  God is holistic in His care and concern for 

His people.  God treats the “whole person.”  God’s care and concern is  

 

 Individual and communal 

 Present and future 

 Spiritual, psychological, and physical 

 Religious and socio, economic, and political 

 

Healing includes both the forgiveness of sins and deliverance from the 

effects of sin first pronounced in Genesis 3 – suffering, sickness, and 

death.  In Mark chapter 2 we read the account of Jesus healing a paralyzed 
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man and see both forgiving and physically restorative quality of Jesus’ 

grace:   

 

2 And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it 

was reported that he was at home. 2 And many were 

gathered together, so that there was no more room, not 

even at the door. And he was preaching the word to 

them. 3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried 

by four men. 4 And when they could not get near him 

because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, 

and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed 

on which the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus saw their 

faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are 

forgiven.” 6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, 

questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak 

like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God 

alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit 

that they thus questioned within themselves, said to 

them, “Why do you question these things in your 

hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins 

are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and 

walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has 

authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the 

paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go 

home.” 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed 

and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed 

and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like 

this!”   

 

In this healing – both forgiveness and restoration -- God’s people are being 

remade into the image of God in which mankind was first created, the 

image of God that was then lost to sin.  This restoration is the work of the 

Holy Spirit who transforms us from our sickness and disease, sin, and into 

the likeness of Christ’s glory,  

 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18, 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 

of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled 
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face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 

same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from 

the Lord who is the Spirit.     

 

When God first created Adam God breathed life into Adam, Genesis 2:7.  

When Jesus breathed new life into the disciples when they were hiding in 

sin and in the upper room, Jesus breathed on them and said, “Receive the 

Holy Spirit (John 20:22).”  Philippians 1:6 states that Jesus is daily bringing 

us to completion. This completion is something we will experience in full 

when we complete our lives on earth or when Jesus comes again in Glory.   

 

Jesus’ incarnation, His complete and total identification with our suffering, 

His authority over creation, His obedience to His Father, His death and 

resurrection initiate the remaking (healing) of mankind.  Total health and 

healing are the works of Jesus, the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53, by 

whose wounds we are made whole.  

 

In Isaiah 40:27 the Israelites blame Yahweh for their exile, “27 Why do you 

say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, 

and my right is disregarded by my God”?  Now the Israelites own up 

and take responsibility for their sin.  They, like sheep, have wandered from 

the ways of God.  In 1 Peter 2:25 we read of the healing of the soul and the 

repentant life.  “For you were once straying like sheep, but now have 

returned to the Shepherd and overseer of your souls.” 

 

Jesus was pierced for our transgressions.  He was beaten and mocked for 

our sin.  A crown of thorns gouged His brow.  A spear punctured His side.  

Nails tore His flesh.  Jesus was crushed, broken, destroyed and put to 

death.  Jesus was broken.  God’s wrath and punishment were leveled 

against Jesus, and we were given peace and healing in His place.  It is by 

these wounds and indignities heaped upon Jesus we are healed and made 

whole.  Yet, like sheep, we go astray.  We wander.  We rebel.  We disobey.  

We turn away.  And for our sin, transgression and rebellion God lays upon 

Jesus our iniquity.   

 

Jesus becomes our substitute. His life is exchanged for ours and our 

punishments become His punishments.   
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2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “He who had no sin became sin for us so that in 

Him we would become His righteousness.”   

 

The sufferings of Christ are beyond our imagination.  We do well to ponder 

and meditate upon them.  We do this not to feel guilt or shame but lest we 

forget His sacrifice or somehow conclude that our sins are not serious.  It is 

for our sins that Jesus suffered. It is for our sins that Jesus was wounded.   

 

Isaiah 50:6 says, “I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks 

to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from 

mocking and spitting.”   

 

Jesus does not flex His muscle or stand up for His rights.  Jesus does not 

shake His fist or stamp His foot.  He does not say how unfair it is. He does 

not complain or cry out or point His finger in disgust.  Jesus accepts the 

insult, injury and indignity for the people He came to save.  He does this 

humbly. He does this gladly.  He does this willingly.   

 

In Luke 22:44 Jesus is in anguish, “44 And being in agony he prayed 

more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood 

falling down to the ground.”   

 

Jesus has celebrated Passover with the Disciples.  Jesus has washed their 

feet and instituted the Lord’s Supper, the Sacrament of the Altar for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Jesus has “broken” His body and given it to them to 

eat and drink.  Now Jesus kneels in Gethsemane to pray.  He prays for 

God’s comfort and presence.  He prays for strength.  And He prays to 

faithfully do God’s Will.  He is not praying to get out of something.  He is not 

praying to get something.  Jesus is praying because He is broken for 

broken people.   

 

By His wounds we are healed.  


